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Finding Housing 
Company Housing 

The employers usually have housing opportunities for the interns and it is best to start off 

by asking your supervisor for help. Quite a few students in the past have received housing 

through the companies. If they are unable to help, ask them what would they recommend for 

housing or if they know someone who is looking for to sublease a room or something in their 

apartment. Through this, you’ll also get an insight on nearby scenes of the place you will be 

working in, for example, they might tell you about the local bars, restaurants, etc. But make sure 

this is the first thing you do to find housing. 

 

Websites 

One of the most popular websites for finding housing in Germany is 

https://www.wg-gesucht.de/, which is basically an online platform for people to sublet/lease/rent 

their apartments, rooms, etc. It is a great way to find cheap student housing on this website, 

which in addition is one of the best ways to make new friends and adapt to your new location! 

Remember that the people you will be living with want to get to know you, hence unlike in USA, 

they might want to interview you and show you the place at the same time before subletting. 

However, remember that it is an ‘interview’ only to get to know you well, so it might just be 

drinking a beer and talking about each other and meeting your future roommates! One thing to 

note is, make sure to message in German. This is very crucial if you expect to hear back from 

them. Write a bit about yourself in the message, so they know you are an interesting person! 

Usually, they also have their WhatsApp number on the ad, which will be more helpful for you to 

get in touch with them soon. Note that a lot of times, people might not reply, but don’t be 

disappointed, continue messaging as many people as you can. Make sure to check out the place 

beforehand, and never send anyone money online if they ask you to do so. Lastly, if you can talk 

to someone via Whatsapp call, please do so! Even though this website has a lot of resources, 

there are also A LOT of scams. Usually the owner will say that they have to relocate outside of 

Germany for a job and they will not be in the country to show you the apartment. They will even 

https://www.wg-gesucht.de/


attach several pictures to make you think that this is a real apartment. Again, pick the listings 

with the landlord’s phone or Whatsapp number first. Those ones are less likely to me a scam. 

 

One of the message templates for contacting people. 

 

Prime example of average Google translation for the above template. 

Another translation website to recommend is deepl: https://www.deepl.com/en/translator. 

This might be better than Google. 

 
Social Media 

Facebook groups are also quite helpful in finding housing. In addition to finding housing, 

you can ‘go through’ (or ‘stalk’, whatever you fancy) the person’s profile who posted the ad and 

get an idea if you want to send them a message in German or English. It is more informal and 

https://www.deepl.com/en/translator


easy to connect through ads found here. Search for groups on Facebook by looking up keywords 

such as ‘Housing in Stuttgart’, ‘Wohnung Karlsruhe’, etc. Again note: no online payments 

without having checked out the housing and other details. 

 

Airbnb 

In case nothing works out (which I don’t think has ever happened) or in case there are 

multiple students going to the same location, find short-term Airbnb leases. Airbnb can do 

monthly short term leases and if you contact the owner there is a chance that you can get a 

discount from them. They turn out to be pretty cheap per person and usually come with utilities. 

 

Important things to note 

As mentioned several times before, don’t do online payment unless having checked out 

the place personally. It could be a scam and you don’t want your study abroad to start on that 

note. 

Secondarily, it is important to note that students need to register at the local Rathaus after 

having moved to a new location in Germany (technically within 14 days of moving to a new 

city). For this, you need to have the necessary documents (Wohnungsbestätigung) from your 

landlord to confirm your residence. Sometimes, the landlords might not be able to provide you 

this, in which case, you will have a hard time registering with the city Rathaus. In some cases, 

students who are subletting for short period might also not be able to provide you with this 

document. Hence, notify them you need this document. If you are subletting student housings, 

getting the document will not be a hassle. Make sure to check other mandatory documents that 

you need to bring to register, such as passport, etc. 

For people who have a German blocked account before you enter Germany: you must 

register first! You can only activate your account and get your card after you register. Basically 

nothing can be verified if you do not register. 

 



Transportation 
Regular commute to work/classes: 

Ask your employer whether they can provide a public transport pass while you are 

working for them. Even if employers do not have a history of doing this for interns, it might not 

hurt to ask. If you have to take public transportation to work, check out their monthly ticket 

options. You can purchase all kinds of tickets from the bus driver generally. Depending on where 

you are, your local public transportation network company might be different. Most of them will 

have an app for you to track your bus/tram, so please download that. Else, you can download DB 

(Deutsche Bahn) Navigator App available both on App Store and Google Play. On the app you 

can check out prices for monthly membership passes or only weekend plans, etc. Depending 

where your apartment/house going to be, it might be wiser to bike/walk to destination if you are 

fine with winters in Germany. You can checkout cheap bikes on local Ebay called: Ebay 

Kleinanzeigen or Facebook Marketplace. Also check whether the city you are going to is listed 

on Swapfiets website. It is a monthly subscription bike rental service that half of the students 

opted to pursue at KIT. If the bike is damaged or you get a flat tire (which happened somewhat 

frequently), they will fix/replace the bike at no charge to you. An added benefit of buying a bike 

through Ebay Kleinanzeigen is that you can eventually resell your bike after you are done with it. 

You also get to meet some interesting people. Bikes are typically in high demand, so reselling 

shouldn’t be a problem.  

 

Travelling transportation 

There are many options to travel in and outside of Germany. Students have used regular 

and high speed trains offered by Deutsche Bahn, FlixBus (especially good if you are looking for 

cheap bus tickets) as transportation method on land. If your destination is relatively far/long 

commute by land, consider using airplane flight. It might be tempting to book a 30 euro bus 

ticket, but you should consider how much time you are in a commute. RyanAir seems to be the 

most popular airline. If you are looking to accumulate miles on your airline membership, check 



which low-cost airlines partner with your account. You can kill two birds with one stone. If you 

are looking to experience German Autobahn, you might want to rent a car too.  

Also, the myBahnCard 50 is a great discount card. As a young person (26 or younger) the 

cost is only around €70. The card allows for 50% of flex tickets which allows you to cancel upto 

one day before the travel date, travel on any train on the same route, and city subway/bus tickets 

for the day of arrival and other perks. It also gives 25% off the savers fare and super savers fare 

options.  You can buy one in the Deutschebahn service center usually at the Hauptbahnhof. It 

pays for itself in one to two trips. 

 

Surviving German Bureaucracy 
Registering with your city (Anmeldung) 
 
Before you register with your city, ensure you have the following documents at the ready: 

● Wohnungsbestätigung (confirmation of residence from your landlord/housing provider) 

● Passport 

Assuming you have all of these documents, go to the website of the registration office 

(Bürgerbüro/Bürgeramt) to make an appointment (or just to walk-ins of you are in a small 

town!). Search for Anmeldung (registration) on the Bürgerbüro website. This may take some 

web navigation and German knowledge. Don’t be afraid to ask your landlord or another resident 

to assist you in this process. They are usually happy to help! Additionally, you can make an 

appointment in person at the local Bürgerbüro. Workers are required to speak English and will 

remind you of the specific documents you need to present, so this is also a good option. Once 

you have made your appointment, be sure to show up at least 15-20 minutes early with all your 

documents at the ready, and they will call your number. This process is usually very quick and 

simple, and you will be presented with an Anmeldungsbestätigung (confirmation of registration). 

Keep this form! 

 
Obtaining a residence permit (Aufenthaltstitel) 
 

https://www.bahn.com/en/view/offers/bahncard/my-bahncard-conditions.shtml
https://www.bahn.com/en/view/offers/germany/flexible-fare.shtml


Now that you have registered with the city, you will need the following additional documents to 

proceed with obtaining your residence permit: 

● Anmeldungsbestätigung (confirmation of registration from before) 

● Enrollment form from your university in Germany (ideally, you will be registered with 

your university for the entire duration of your stay in Germany. A Matrikelnummer 

should be listed on these documents identifying your enrollment status which the office 

will want to see) 

● A letter from Purdue (usually provided by GEARE) describing the reason for your stay 

The above documents are a minimum. If there are other documents you think may help, be sure 

to bring those just in case. You may also need to fill out a form available for download on the 

Bürgerbüro website. As before, make an appointment in person or online through the 

Bürgerbüro website, this time searching for Aufenthaltstitel or Aufenthaltsbescheinigung and 

show up to your appointment on time. The office workers will do a little probing to find out why 

you are in Germany, so EMPHASIZE THAT YOU ARE A STUDENT. This greatly expedites 

the process of obtaining a residence permit. If you mention that you are also working in 

Germany, they will often assume you mean on a full-time basis, which requires a significantly 

longer process through the Bundesagentur für Arbeit. So, tell them you are a student (which is 

100% true), and they should mail a Aufenthaltstitel (residence permit) to your current residence 

that is valid for the entire duration of your stay in Germany. 

 

Moving to a different city (Ummeldung) 

When you move to a new city and register there, the local offices automatically deregister you 

from the last city you were registered in. This part is simple! 

 
Deregistering from your city (Abmeldung) 

As with the registration process (Anmeldung), the deregistration (Abmeldung) is fairly simple. 

Make an appointment in person or online as before, this time searching for Abmeldung. Bring the 

required documents, show up to your appointment on time, and the process is straightforward. 



You only need to this when leaving Germany and moving back to the US. You can only 

complete this step 1-week before you leave. If you have to deregister after you leave the country, 

please look into the required forms and documents that you need to mail to the office. 

 

Closing Blocked Bank Account 

You need to close your blocked bank account (if you have one) before you leave the 

country. First go to the Karlsruhe Bürgerbüro website, in the appointment booking system, 

search for “Sperrkonto einrichten / auflösen (für Besuchsvisum)”. You can also book an 

appointment at the front desk in person. Usually you can book earlier appointments in person 

than online. Aside from the regular required documents like passport, be prepared to bring a 

copy of your returning plane ticket. Both email and physical copy will work. You should go to 

the foreigner’s office (Ausländerbehörde) for this. Then they will give you an authorization letter 

to unblock your account. Bring this letter to your bank and they will let you fill out other 

necessary documents in order for them to close your account and transfer the remaining money 

back to your US bank account. 

 

K.I.T 
HaDiKo 

For all HaDiKo questions, go to the hadiko wiki (https://wiki.hadiko.de/). You will need 
to have already made an internet account (see below). Use that account information to login. You 
can set up wireless printing to the printer in K2 by searching ‘print’. 

Getting Internet 
If you happen to be assigned to live in HaDiKo, after you checked into your room, your 

Hausmeister (person in charge of your dorm building) will give you an instruction form for 
HaDiNet and the office hours of the internet office. Show up at their office hours with some cash 
and they will assist you to open an account for internet. You will need to pay some money for the 
service. Then you can connect to the Ethernet and Wifi (only from the kitchen of each floor) with 
the user name and passport that you registered with. If you live far from the kitchen, please 
purchase a router in a department or electronics store like MediaMarkt. 
 
Exam Registration 

At some point in the semester, you should receive and email for the Maschinebau Office 
(cannot remember the exact name) to send them a list of the courses/course numbers that you 

https://wiki.hadiko.de/


plan to take exams for. They will then prepare papers for you to give to those professors either 
before or at the exam. This is your registration for the exam. To the best of my knowledge, you 
cannot register online like other KIT students.  

Classes through the International Department will have you give the exam registration 
papers to the professor (ask in class). If you take other classes through the main school, ask the 
professor (some may announce in class) about how they would like that handled. Some classes 
(Automotive Vision, for example) require that you submit this paperwork in advance, so be 
careful about those deadlines.  

If you decide to not take the exam, you will need to return that paper back to the office 
that issued it to you before the time of your exam, or it will count as not passed. 
 
Opening a Library Account 

The english website for the library is https://www.bibliothek.kit.edu/cms/english/. By 
making an account, you can reserve work rooms, check out locker space (in basement), access 
the library 24/7, print (but that’s easier at Hadiko), and of course check out books. On the page 
from the link above, choose Library Account. The next page is only in German. So, click “Hier 
koennen SIe ein Konto eroeffen…” (highlighted below) 
 

 
Now you should be able to set the page language to English (top right corner). Click the option 
for KIT students. And then it goes back to only German, but it should be clear where to put in 
your email address and KIT password. Click the “Anmelden” button to register. You will then 

https://www.bibliothek.kit.edu/cms/english/


receive an email with your account number and a temporary password. After your first logon, 
you will be prompted to change your password. Now you have your library account! 
 

Phones 
SIM Cards 

SIM cards can be bought just about anywhere in Germany and Europe. Each card is 
different so read the packaging and determine what is right for you. Most SIM cards bought in 
Germany will not work in Switzerland (not part of the EU) and varies for the UK. You will most 
likely need internet to activate the card though and may need to perform a verification of your 
identity. Another option is Google Fi (which was personally very good). It worked in both the 
UK and Switzerland and you only pay for data that you use. 

Another recommendation is Simply (simplytel.de). They are all online and will mail you 
your SIM. They have a no contract option that is easy to cancel (you just need to call their 
number (they will likely not speak German, but I (who speaks no German) was able to manage)). 
You do need to cancel a month in advance.  
 
Recommend Apps 

● Google maps - for navigation, download maps offline to reduce data usage, often 
connected with public transport network for real time data 

● KIT Navigator - App store. For android, the app must be downloaded from the internet 
and loaded onto your device (at your own risk). 

● DB - App for the German train system, real time updates. 

https://fi.google.com/about/
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/kit-navigator/id526682303
https://apkpure.com/kit-navigator/com.kitkarlsruhe.kitnavigator

