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THE JOSEPH B. BETHEA FUND

This endowment is established to honor Bishop Joseph B. Bethea and give thanks for his life
and legacy within the Office of Black Church Studies (OBCS) at Duke Divinity School and
well beyond. Bishop Bethea was the founding director of the Office of Black Church Studies,
serving from 1972 – 1977.
 
Bishop Bethea is remembered for his friendship and guidance of a generation of men and
women who came to Duke Divinity because of Bishop Bethea’s confidence in them and a
vision he had for their lives. As Rev. Dr. Bill Lee, D’78, recalls, “Joe Bethea laughed his Joe
Bethea laugh and after quoting Genesis 5:24, said, “Bill, if you are faithful in your studies, I
will walk with you like God walked with Enoch. You are not coming to Duke; you are going
through until they call your name on graduation day.”
 
Bethea was instrumental in Duke Divinity School becoming the first mainline seminary in the
South to require a course in Black Church Studies for graduation for all Master of Divinity
students. He went on to become the first African-American elected to the episcopacy by the
Southeastern Jurisdiction of
The United Methodist Church.

WAYS TO SUPPORT 

WWW.GIFTS.DUKE.EDU/DIVINITY
When prompted, please select Joseph B. Bethea Fund

http://www.gifts.duke.edu/divinity
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FOR INFORMATION ABOUT OBCS VISIT 
www.sites.duke.edu/obcs/

 
 

CONTACT US
Duke Divinity School - Office of Black Church Studies

Box 90968
Durham, NC 27708-0968

 obcs@div.duke.edu
 
 

STAY CONNETED
Facebook | Duke Divinity School Office of Black Church Studies

Instagram | @DukeOBCS 
#DukeOBCS
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