
 Forest and Rangeland Taxation Meeting 

Agenda 

Duke University, Durham, NC, August 4-5, 2026 

All Sessions in Field Auditorium, Grainger Hall 

August 4 

8:00 Check-in 

8:30 Welcome Richard Bin Mei 

Introduction  Greg Frey 

8:45 Keynote: Tim Foley, Executive Director, Southern Group of State Foresters 

   Moderator: Puskar Khanal 

 

Session 1: Conservation Easements Moderator: Richard Mei 

9:30 The distributional effects of conservation easement tax incentives  Yanshu Li 

10:00 Conservation easements: recent tax court actions regarding deficiencies in the 
conservation easement deed and baseline documentation  Andrew Branan 

 

10:30 Coffee Break 

 

11:00 Trading green: do tax credit markets improve land conservation?  
 Garrett Shost, Erik Glenn, Travis Brammer 

11:30 Considering tax impacts while planning for succession  Tamara Cushing 

 

12:00 Lunch 

Facilitated lunch discussion Facilitator: Andrew Branan 

 

Session 2: Practical questions of farmland taxation Moderator: Bruno Silva 

https://maps.duke.edu/?focus=339
https://southernforests.org/people/tim-foley/


1:30 An exploration of the income tax code and the definition of farming  
 Tamara Cushing 

2:00 Community property, taxes, and estate planning: how marital property regimes 
affect farmland markets and the lock-in effect  Alan Hinds  

 

2:30 Coffee Break 

 

Session 3: Carbon Moderator: Michelle Thompson 

3:00 Carbon contracts and tax policy: assessing compatibility for forest landowners 
 Sarah Widderich 

3:30 Navigating federal income tax considerations of forest carbon markets for 
landowners  Yanshu Li 

4:00 Is there a relationship between property tax concerns and forest landowner carbon 
market participation in the United States? Initial evidence from the United States 
National Owner Woodland Survey  Shaun Tanger 

 

4:15 Participant Discussion Facilitator: Andrew Branan 

 

5:00 Closing 

 

 



August 5 

8:30 Keynote: Scott Jones, CEO, Forest Landowners Association 

   Moderator: Tammy Cushing 

 

Session 4: Tax incentives and landowner behavior Moderator: Rajan Parajuli 

9:15 New York's Revised Forest Tax Law: Commentary, Analysis and Critique  
 John Foppert 

9:45 Do behavioral information interventions increase landowner enrollment in 
preferential forest property tax programs? Adam Daigneault 

10:15 Coffee break  

 

10:45 The Effects of timber harvest taxes on timber supply and timber market structure: a 
study case on in the Southeastern US Bruno Kanieski da Silva 

 

11:15 Panel  Moderator: Tammy Cushing 

Perspectives on forest and rangeland taxation 

Panelists  

Federal agency: Caroline Kuebler, Natural Resource Specialist, National Forest 
Stewardship Program, USDA Forest Service 

State agency: Aaron Stottlemyer, Department Head – Forest Analytics, Texas A&M 
Forest Service  

Extension:  Colby Lambert, Area Specialized Agent – Forestry, North Carolina 
Cooperative Extension 

Consulting forester: Shaun Lagueux, President, New England Forestry Consultants, 
Incorporated 

 

12:30  Lunch  

Facilitated lunch discussion Facilitator: Tammy Cushing 

https://forestlandowners.com/who-we-are/fla-staff/#See-Scott's-Bio
https://eccb.tamu.edu/people/stottlemyer-aaron/
https://www.ces.ncsu.edu/profile/colby-lambert/
https://www.neforestryconsultants.com/forestry-services-staff/new-hampshire-foresters/shaun-lagueux.html


 

Session 5: New Ideas and Opportunities for Forest Landowners   
   Moderator: Adam Daigneault 

2:00 Enhancing financial resilience for forest landowners: the role of standing timber 
insurance in risk management  Prabin Bhusal 

2:15 Updating the USDA Agricultural Handbook, "Forest Landowners Guide to Federal 
Income Tax": a progress report  Greg Frey 

2:30 Timber mortality losses in the U.S. South: disturbance type and federal tax 
implications  Shivan Gc 

 

2:45 Coffee break 

 

3:15 Compatibility of state preferential property tax programs and agroforestry practices 
in the United States  Rajan Parajuli 

3:45 Reforestation tax incentive impacts on financial returns of loblolly pine plantations 
for material participant business landowners in Mississippi  Yanshu Li 

 

4:15 Recognitions Greg Frey 

 

Participant Discussion Facilitator: Shaun Tanger 

 

5:00  Closing  

 


