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Fact Sheet: Education on Conflict Resolution and Gun Lethality in Schools 

Education on Gun Lethality 

In North Carolina, education efforts on guns seem to primarily focus on gun owners, including 
veterans, to educate and encourage the safe storage of firearms. Further, statistics on gun 
deaths, or education on gun lethality, is a secondary rather than a primary focus. 

 A 2-year firearm safe storage education initiative was approved as part of Senate Bill 41 
in March 2023, which also ended the pistol permitting requirement and expanded the 
ability to carry a concealed weapon in some situations. However, no funding was 
included for the education initiative.  

 In June of 2023 the NC Department of Health and Human Services launched NC S.A.F.E 
to raise awareness of the importance of safe firearm storage. The campaign includes a 
website, social media ads, and advertising on city buses. The website – www.ncsafe.org 
– provides best practices on firearm storage and social media posts to share as well as 
flyers for gun owners, parents, pediatricians, and SROs. 
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 One educational program focuses on youth, the 4-H Shooting Sports Program, 
instructing participants on safe and responsible use of firearms. 

 The NCDHHS is taking a public health approach to reducing violence and firearm misuse 
that lead to injury and death. In November 2022 they issued a white paper that explains 
why taking a public health approach makes sense and what it looks like, including 
promoting safe firearm storage as part of its harm reduction strategy. Access the white 
paper here: https://www.ncdhhs.gov/public-health-approaches-reduce-violence-and-firearm-
misuse-leading-injury-and-death/open  

Education on Conflict Resolution 

• The NC Task Force for Safer Schools endorsed a 5-year State Action Plan for School 
Safety in 2021. The Action Plan includes education on safe firearm storage. Additionally, 
it says schools should “Adopt evidence-based, universal, supplemental, and intensive 
social and emotional learning (SEL) and mental health strategies that promote cognitive 
and socioemotional development and increase connectedness to schools and peers, in 
PK-12 classrooms.” SEL teaches students how to handle stress and grief, resolve 
conflicts, manage their emotions, and more.  

o The N.C. State Board of Education’s Strategic Plan includes SEL and many schools 
have incorporated it into their curriculum. See the Department of Public 
Instruction’s Webpage on Social and Emotional Learning at 
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/districts-schools/districts-schools-support/nc-social-
and-emotional-learning  
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