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Genelle Francis is an Assistant General Counsel and Acting Unit Chief 

in the National Security and Cyber Law Branch at the Federal Bureau 

of Investigation (FBI).  Genelle advises agents, analysts, and FBI senior 

management on national security investigations and related legal 

issues.  Prior to joining the FBI, Genelle served as a Legal Advisor to 

the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court (FISC) as they considered 

applications presented by the U.S. government for authority to 

conduct surveillance, search or other forms of intelligence gathering 

pursuant to the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act (FISA).  She 

counseled the judges on all legal issues presented in FISA applications 

or otherwise before the Court.  

Prior to joining the FISC, Genelle served as a Deputy Unit Chief in the Office of Intelligence of the 

National Security Division (NSD), U.S. Department of Justice.  Before crossing over to management, 

Genelle received awards from NSD’s Assistant Attorney General for Distinguished Service.  Genelle was 

also recognized as a member of the U.S. Intelligence Community’s 2010 Legal Team of the Year for her 

work on a national security matter. 

Prior to joining the Department, Genelle worked as an associate in the Financial Services practice groups 

at large law firms in Pennsylvania and New York.  She also served as a law clerk to the Honorable Judge 

A. Franklin Burgess in Washington, D.C.   

Genelle grew up on the beautiful island of St. Croix, in the U.S. Virgin Islands.  She received a J.D. from 

Howard University School of Law, and a B.A. in Political Science from Emory University.   


