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Alexandra Perina is the Assistant Legal Adviser for Nonproliferation and Arms Control at the U.S. Department of 
State, leading the office that provides legal advice on the negotiation, interpretation, and implementation of arms control 
and nonproliferation agreements and arrangements, nonproliferation-related sanctions and assistance projects, and civil 
nuclear cooperation, among other programs. She has served as an attorney in a variety of positions at the State 
Department for fifteen years, previously leading the Department’s legal offices for political-military affairs and for 
employment law, and has advised on issues ranging from the law of war and use of force, cyber, counterterrorism and 
intelligence matters, to environmental and maritime law, to personnel law and employment litigation. From 2013-2014, 
she was an International Affairs Fellow in residence at the Council on Foreign Relations. Prior to joining the State 
Department, she worked as a litigator at Debevoise & Plimpton LLP in New York and as an associate at Human Rights 
Watch.  Ms. Perina received a B.A. from Haverford College and a law degree from New York University School of Law.  
 
 
 


