Allen Building Takeover: Inherently violent or necessary reaction

The New Left movement in the 1960s and 1970s contributed to the world a new discourse of
narrating a range of issues such as race, gender, war, and social justice. However, in the year 1968,
the new left coalition started to split and violent tendencies were seen in various places of the
world. Fierce confrontation between activists and police forces was evident in France, Germany,
Mexico and the US, etc. In this project, | wish to reexamine Allen Building Take over that happened
at Duke University on Feb 13, 1969 as a gateway of understanding the violent radicalization of the
New Left and the escalation of conflicts.
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Who initiated the violence?

In order to answer the question was this movement inherently violent or was violence a neces-
sary reaction. We have to look into what did the students really want? Fortunately, as | delve into
the Allen Building Takeover collection from Rubenstein archive, | found the original list of
demands from the black students:

1. What did they want?

As the demand list shows, black students
were hoping to achieve mostly if not
merely educational goals: they were
asking for fully credited Afro-American
studies department, increase in the black
student’s population, black advisor, and
financial aid to black students. From my
humble understanding, none of the
demands borders on being politically
radical.

2. What were they trying to tell each other?

Secondly, a look into their Guide or Manual would help us understand
what message Black student leaders wish to send out to other partici-
pants: a valuable Guide to successful street fighting included in the Allen
Building Takeover Collection provides students with the following bullet

points.

i
tips—

=stay in groups of 5-10, work together and don't let a brother get

busted

-don't panic, walk, never run

-always keep an escape route open, don't get trapped, know the land=

scape. fences, trees ete. around you

=protect your head, neck, and groin

=1f you anticipate mace or tear gas, cover all exposed skin with vase-
line, keep a wet cloth over your nose and mouth, stay upwind of tear
gas, 1f maced, don't rub wou eyea, use lemon, milk, or water to soot!

ayes
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-unless you have gloves, don't plek up gas cannisters

emove contact lens, (gas collects around them and burns) and remove
glagsses 1f posslble
=ramove chains, bead

5; BAYrrings,; scarves, or tles

-carry 1.,d4.'s, telephone numbers for legal and medical ald, a dime for

a telephone, and money for ball if you have it
-don't advertise your's and other's heroics, glving agents or plain-

clothesmen names to work with

-get ba

adge numbers of plgs assaulting brothers

As we can see, this Guide to street fighting given to students is essen-
tially defensive instead of offensive, demonstrating that the students
are primarily not concerned about how to create a chaotic situation but
concerned about how to protect themselves under police violence.
They were trying to tell each other to stay safe and stay calm, instead of
teaching each other how to engage violently.

A poster from these
students shows that
students acted in soli-
darity in the strike that
comes right after the
Takeover, demanding
amnesty and reinstate-
ment for all black stu-
dents instead of taking
any sort of violent
retaliation.
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a 3 day boycott of classes --

Friday, Saturday, and Monday
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WE STRIKE FOR:
1. AMNESTY for all involved in the Allen building cccupation and the police riot.

2. REINSTATEMENT for all suspended black students.

nt educational structure is responsible for the lack of positive response

The prese 1t is responsible for the pelice, gas, and

to the black students' demands.
injuries on campus.

i : t act in solidarity
We must say HELL NO!. to that strucutee until it reforms; we must
with the blaxt’:k students: we must strike to demand amnesty and reinstatement.



