
Space Constitution 

Preamble 

We the people of the world, in order to form a settlement in space that transcends traditional 

understandings of settlements and inhabitations, establish justice, ensure domestic peace, provide 

for the common defense, promote the general welfare, include the scientific understanding of 

natural resources in space, protect cultural inclusivity, and promote liberty to ourselves, 

settlements around us, and the future of this settlement, establish this Constitution for a Large 

Settlement in Outer Space.  
 

Section 1: Fundamental Freedoms 

Article 1: Right to Life, Liberty, and Security  
Everyone within this space settlement will have the right to freely develop their personality so long 

as their development of personality does not infringe on the rights of others. These rights include 

the psychological security of a person, including freedom from threats, intimidation, and mental 

harm, as well as the physical security of bodily autonomy. Additionally, no individual should be 

deprived of life or liberty without the due process of law.  
  

Article 2: Right to Free Expression 
Everyone within this space settlement will have the right to hold opinions without interference 

by ruling entities. To prevent such interference, governmental entities shall not establish a state 

religion, nor interfere with individuals’ free exercise of religion or belief, abridge the freedom of 

speech or press, limit the ability of people to peacefully assemble, or prevent people from 

petitioning the government regarding grievances. Individuals will also have the right to freely 

express these opinions, and this expression includes the ability to look for, receive, and share 

information, whether it be through verbal methods, print, art, or other creative media forms.  
  

Article 3: Right to Environmental Safety and Protection 

Every individual within this space settlement has the right to live in a physically and ecologically 

safe environment, including protection from conditions that endanger health, safety, or long-term 

ecological stability. This will be secured through measures to prevent pollution and ecological 

degradation, promote conservation, and secure the ecologically sustainable development of 

natural resources. Additionally, no governmental authority can degrade the environment in a 

manner that damages the health or safety of its citizens.   
  

Article 4: Right to Work and Fair Compensation 
Each individual within this space settlement has the right to choose their trade, occupation, or 

profession freely. All of these individuals are recognized to be entitled to favorable conditions of 

Commented [SP1]: This section is based off the United 
States Constitution, Germany's Grundgesetz, and the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 
 
United States Constitution: Both the 5th and 14th 
amendments protect individuals from the deprivation of 
life and liberty, and the framework of a negative right is 
one that I think will be most easily applicable to this 
hypotehtical space colony, because it’s significantly 
easier to promise a lack of government intervention than 
it is to promise a guarantee of security.  
 
Germany’s Grundgesetz: The German law states that 
"Everyone has the right to the free development of his 
personality, insofar as he does not violate the rights of 
others," and that "Everyone has the right to life and 
physical integrity." ...

Commented [SP2]: This section is based off the United 
States Constitution and International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights (ICCPR).  
 
United States Constitution: The First Amendment 
guarantees free expression through the freedom of 
religion, freedom of speech, freedom of press, freedom 
of petition, freedom of assembly. 
 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
(ICCPR): Article 19 of the ICCPR guarantees that 
“Everyone shall have the right to hold opinions without 
interference. Everyone shall have the right to freedom of 
expression; this right shall include freedom to seek, ...

Commented [SP3]: This section is based off the 
Constitution of South Africa, Costa Rica’s Environmental 
Law, and M.C. Mehta v. Union of India (1987).  
 
Constitution of South Africa: In Section 24 of the South 
African Constitution, it is stated that “everyone has the 
right to an environment that is not harmful to their 
health,” which is secured through measures to prevent 
pollution and ecological degradation, promote 
conseration, and secure the ecologically sustainable 
development of natural resources. 
 
Costa Rica’s Environmental Law: Costa Rica’s 
Environmental Law No. 7554 ensures that the state ...

Commented [SP4]: This section is based off the 
International Covenant on Economic, Social, and 
Cultural Rights (ICESCR), Fair Labor Standards Act 
(FLSA), and South African Constitution. 
 
International Covenant on Economic, Social, and 
Cultural Rights (ICESCR): Article 7 of this document 
focuses on the recognition of the right to favorable 
conditions of work, largely including decent Provisions to 
ensure decent living conditions, safe and healthy working 
conditions, and equal opportunity for employment. 
 ...



work, including decent provisions of work, decent living conditions, safe and healthy working 

conditions, and equal opportunity for employment. Each employer must pay all of their 

employees a fair and standard wage in a form of currency approved by the employer and 

employee.  
 

Article 5: Right to Property 
The primary ownership of lands and water within the settlement’s territory is vested in the 

governing body of the settlement, which has the right and ability to transfer ownership of this 

property to private individuals within the settlement. These individuals will also have the right to 

possess, own, transport, and use resources they have extracted from the settlement. The 

governing body shall also protect the intellectual property rights of individuals and institutions 

within the settlement, including through systems of patents, trademarks, and copyrights, 

consistent with the public interest and the advancement of knowledge and innovation. 
 

Article 6: Right to Participate in Governance 
All individuals in this space settlement will have the right to form associations or unions, as well 

as establish independent election commissions. Voting in settlement-wide elections shall be a 

civic duty for citizens between the ages of 17 and 80, as defined by law. Voting procedures shall 

be designed to ensure broad access and participation, without arbitrary exclusions based on 

literacy or language ability. 
 

Article 7: Right to Peaceful Use of Space and Resources 
The government and individuals of this space settlement shall intend to use space for peaceful 

purposes and shall promote international cooperation in all space activities. Should there be an 

accident or distress in outer space, the government of this space settlement is obliged to assist 

individuals in distress and return them to their settlement of origin, operating on the principle of 

mutual assistance. The only exception to this shall be the existence of weapons for national 

defense–not personal defense–in the case of a conflict in space that cannot be resolved through 

peaceful means. 
 

Section 2: Regulatory Laws 

Article 1: Internal Dispute Resolution 
All individuals within this space settlement have the right to bring cases to the settlement 

magistrates. In all criminal prosecutions, the accused have the right to be confronted with the 

witnesses against them.  
 

Article 2: External Dispute Resolution 
In circumstances where peaceful mechanisms for dispute resolution have been completely 

exercised and exhausted, the governing body of the space settlement will have the power to declare 

Commented [SP5]: This section is based off of Mexico's 
Constitutions, 2015 U.S. Commercial Space Launch 
Competitiveness Act, and the United States 
Constitution's Article 1, Section 8, Clause 8. 
 
Mexico’s Constitution: Article 27 of the Mexican 
Constitution, states: “The ownership of lands and waters 
within the national territory is originally vested in the 
nation, which has had and has the right to transfer 
ownership of lands to private individuals.” 
 
2015 U.S. Commercial Space Launch Competitiveness 
Act: This act allows US citizens and corporations to 
possess, own, transport, and use resources that they 
have extracted from celestial bodies.  
 
United States Constitution: Article 1, Section 8, Clause 8 
provides Congress with the authority to create laws to 
protect intellectual property, namly through patents, 
trademarks, and copyrights.  

Commented [SP6]: This section is based off of the 
Brazilian Constitution and the Indian Constitution.  
 
Brazilian Constitution: Article 14 of this Constitution 
states, “The exercise of voting is obligatory for literate 
citizens who are over 18 and under 70 years of age and 
optional for illiterate citizens, those over 70, and those 
aged 16 and 17.”  
 
Indian Constitution: Article 19(1)(c) states that “All 
citizens shall have the right to form associations or 
unions,” and Article 324 provides the establishment of 
independent election commissions.  

Commented [SP7]: This section is based off of China's 
Space Activities Law, The Rescue Agreement, and the 
Outer Space Treaty. 
 
China’s Space Activities Law (2021): Article 2 states that 
“The People's Republic of China shall use space for 
peaceful purposes, and shall promote international 
cooperation in space activities.” 
 
The Rescue Agreement (1968): Article 5 of this agreement 
states that, “In the event of an accident or distress in 
outer space, countries are required to assist astronauts 
in distress and return them to their country of origin, in 
accordance with the principle of mutual assistance.” 
 
Outer Space Treaty (1967): Article 4 of this treaty 
prohibits military installations or weapons of mass 
destruction in space, and I think the strong and clear 
language of this treaty should be used in the constitution. 



war, authorize licensed non-state actors to engage in defensive or enforcement operations, subject 

to strict regulation and oversight, and make rules concerning captures of foreign individuals in 

space. This governing body will have the main oversight over raising and supporting armies and 

providing and maintaining a spaceforce. The key responsibilities of this spaceforce will be to 

execute the laws of the union, suppress insurrections, and repel invasions. No appropriation of 

money to the use of supporting the armed force shall be for a term longer than 6 months. No 

fighting can occur within the actual settlement itself–all of it must take place in space. 
 

Article 3: Criminal Punishment 
All individuals in this space settlement have the right to free and fair trials with adequate 

representation. This can be in the form of a public defender at all stages of the legal process, if the 

individual elects to have this representation. The government may not require excessive bail or 

impose excessive fines on individuals found guilty of committing crimes within this space 

settlement. Cruel, unusual, and excessive punishments, including the death penalty, may not be 

inflicted on any individual. In cases of dire circumstance, individuals may be sent to other 

planetary settlements.  
 

Article 4: Monetary Regulation 
The governing body of this space settlement has the primary and sole power to lay and collect 

taxes, duties, imposts and excises on the individuals within this settlement. They have the power 

to pay the debts of the space settlement and provide for the common defense and general welfare 

of the space settlement. This includes:  

• the ability to borrow money on the credit of the space settlement 

• the ability to regulate commerce with other space settlements on the planet, as well as other 

planetary inhabitations 

• to establish a uniform rule of naturalization 

• to coin and regulate the value of currency, as well as exchange rates with separate 

currencies 

 

Section 3: Cultural Inclusivity 

Section 1: Respect and Tolerance 
This space settlement will include members from different cultures, nations, and planets. Each 

individual must understand that they must respect and tolerate people from backgrounds different 

from their own. In the eyes of the law, all individuals, regardless of national origin, religion, 

language, sexual orientation, gender, race, ethnicity, age, class, and disability, are seen the same 

in the eyes of the law. Inclusivity is the primary theme that all individuals in this settlement must 

exude.  
 



Section 2: Language Rights 
All governmental affairs and communication will occur in English. English will be established as 

the informal lingua franca in this space settlement, but it will not, and cannot, be established as the 

official language of the settlement. Schooling will be conducted in English, but it will be 

compulsory for a student to learn another language that is not their native language. No individual 

can be barred or prohibited from speaking their native language in public spaces within the 

settlement.  
 
 
  
 

 


