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Dr. Brandon Southall 
President and Chief Scientist, Southall Environmental Associates, Inc. 
Research Associate, UC Santa Cruz Institute of Marine Science 
Adjunct Assistant Professor, Duke University Marine Laboratory 

 
Dr. Southall is a bioacoustician with three decades of experience studying sound 

communication, hearing, and the effects of noise on marine mammals. He has been centrally involved in developing 
systematic noise exposure criteria for marine mammals contributing to first-ever acoustic guidelines during his time with 
NOAA’s Ocean Acoustics Program. He founded SEA, a research and consulting small business conducting and applying 
science to support environmental management assessments and environmentally responsible development. Dr. Southall 
has an extensive technical experience in leading basic and applied laboratory and field research programs and applying 
science on the effects of noise in national and international policies. He has published over 250 peer-reviewed scientific 
papers and technical reports and has given hundreds of presentations and formal testimony on related subjects to 
scientific, regulatory, Congressional, and general public audiences around the world. 

  
 

Dr. Douglas Nowacek  
Repass-Rodgers Chair of Marine Conservation Technology 
Nicholas School of the Environment, Pratt School of Engineering 
Duke University Marine Laboratory 

 
 Dr. Nowacek has focused on the bioacoustics and behavioral ecology of marine mammals, 

primarily cetaceans, for over 30 years, and his work also includes technology development for marine conservation 
research.  In his joint appointments in the Schools of Environment and Engineering at Duke, Nowacek works to bring new 
technologies to compelling marine science and conservation research questions.  One of the current marine conservation 
issues that is an emphasis of his work is ocean noise and its impacts on marine animals, particularly mammals but also fish 
and turtles.  He has extensive experience working with various stakeholders to address and mitigate human disturbance, 
including a new multi-institutional project focused on wildlife and offshore renewable energy in collaboration with other 
scientists, conservationists, and industry representatives. 
 

 
Ms. Tracy Riker 
Director, Fleet Installations and Environment 
U.S. Navy Fleet Forces Command 

 
 Ms. Riker is responsible for overseeing the Fleet installation portfolio and for directing the design, 

implementation, and management of programs to align Fleet activities in accordance with environmental regulations and 
statutes.  Ms. Riker retired from the U.S. Navy as a Captain in the Judge Advocate General’s Corps. During her 21-year naval 
career Ms. Riker served as trial counsel, legal assistance attorney, and defense counsel, as well as several operational law 
billets. Ms. Riker holds a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Political Science, a Juris Doctor degree from Seton Hall Law School and a 
Masters in Environmental Law from the George Washington University Law School. Ms. Riker is licensed to practice law in 
the Commonwealth of Virginia. 

 
Ms. Kimberly Damon-Randall 
Director, NOAA Fisheries Office of Protected Resources 

 
Ms. Damon-Randall has extensive experience in the conservation, recovery, and management of  
protected species. She has worked on numerous conservation issues, including responding to 
petitions to list species under the Endangered Species Act and designating critical habitat. She has 

coordinated focused efforts to reduce impacts to North Atlantic right whales and other large whale species in the Northeast 
and Mid-Atlantic from fisheries and vessel strikes. 



 
 
Dr. Walter Cruickshank 
Deputy Director 
Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) 

 
    Dr. Cruickshank oversees the administration of programs that manage the development of the 

Nation’s offshore resources in an environmentally and economically responsible way. These programs include leasing, plan 
administration, environmental studies, National Environmental Policy Act analysis, resource evaluation, economic analysis 
and the Renewable Energy Program. Dr. Cruickshank has worked in the Department of the Interior for more than 30 years. 
He earned a Bachelor of Arts in Geological Sciences from Cornell University and a Doctorate in Mineral Economics from the 
Pennsylvania State University. 

 
 

 
Dr. Peter Thomas 
Executive Director 
U.S. Marine Mammal Commission 

 
    Dr. Thomas is the Executive Director of the Marine Mammal Commission. Peter started his career 

in the 1970s, studying southern right whales at Peninsula Valdés, Argentina, and, in the early 1980s, the response of 
bowhead whales to seismic surveys and vessel traffic in the Beaufort Sea. He earned his Ph.D. in Animal Behavior from the 
University of California, Davis in 1987. Over his 30-year Federal career at the State Department, U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS), and the Commission, Peter has focused on international wildlife, biodiversity, and marine conservation. 
He was instrumental in the creation of the International Coral Reef Initiative (ICRI) and its first Global Chair. Peter returned 
to marine mammals and the Commission in 2008, overseeing reviews of proposed actions under the Marine Mammal 
Protection Act, Endangered Species Act, and helping to shape policies related to the Arctic, climate change, underwater 
sound, energy development, and shipping. 

 
 

Dr. Niels Kinneging 
Senior Policy Advisor 
Rijkswaterstaat  

 
Dr. Kinneging works at Rijkswaterstaat and is senior policy advisor on underwater noise for the 
Dutch government. He is international project leader of the JOMOPANS project, which develops 

a framework for underwater noise monitoring in the North Sea. He has experience in various acoustic disciplines, like 
seismic exploration, airborne acoustics and sonar and multibeam systems. He is member of the working group TG Noise of 
the European Union for the implementation of the Marine Strategy Framework Directive, as well as the co-convenor of the 
correspondence group in underwater noise for OSPAR. He received a Ph.D. in applied physics at Delft University (1989). 

 
 

Dr. Andrew Read 
Stephen A. Toth Professor of Marine Biology 
Director, Duke University Marine Laboratory 
Chair, Division of Marine Science and Conservation 

 
   Dr. Read's research interests are in the conservation biology of long-lived marine vertebrates, 

particularly marine mammals, seabirds and sea turtles. Much of his current research documents the effects of human 
activities on populations of these species and attempts to find solutions to such conflicts. This work involves field work, 
experimentation and modeling. He is particularly interested in the development and application of new conservation tools. 


