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You are required to submit a research paper proposal of 500-750 words by February 12th. 
The proposal is comprised of three sections that are listed below.  Please submit a double-
spaced version of the proposal. 
 
ORGANIZATION 
 
Each proposal should be organized as follows: 
 
Section I Topic Overview 
Section II Sources Consulted 
Section III Historiography 
 
DIRECTIONS FOR WRITING THE PROPOSAL 
 
Each student should delineate his or her topic in Section I.  Use your introductory 
sentences to describe your topic.  What aspect of the social, economic, cultural or 
political history of the New South do you intend to investigate?  What are the temporal 
and spatial frameworks of your study? What years does your study span? On what 
geographic region(s) will you focus? What is the structure of your study?  Will your 
study have a single focus or is it more comparative in nature?  
 
In Section II, you should make specific reference to primary sources that you have 
consulted. Are you basing your research on a particular kind of source or sources?  You 
must indicate which Digital Durham sources you hope to utilize and identify 
complementary sources from the Rubenstein Library or other similar repositories. 
Remember, you need to use analog—traditional paper sources—as the foundation of  
your paper, not just digital materials. Indicate which sources you think will be of the 
greatest help to you in your paper.  Indicate, too, whether sources appear to be 
inappropriate or insufficient for your topic or pose some other difficulty. If the sources 
present challenges, explain how you might overcome these. 
 
In Section III of the proposal, each student should suggest three ways his or her topic 
connects to a theme or themes in this course.   Look for ways that your topic might 
connect to the writing of Ayers, Leloudis, Kenzer, and others. How will your research 
expand our knowledge of the New South?  How might your research help us understand 
the transformations that took place in Durham during the late nineteenth century? How 
might your research add to our understanding of the post-Civil War South? 
 
You should also use section III to describe new secondary sources—journal articles and 
monographs—that you anticipating using as guides for your research. You may wish to 
identify select methodologies that you hope to adopt from this scholarship for your own 
research.   


