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Bird Migration 

 
 

  

 
 

  

• Inclement weather 
• Predators (cats…) 
• Pesticides 
• Hunters 



The Problem 

 
 

  

 
 

  

# of human-
caused bird 

deaths 



• Leading cause of 
migratory bird 
mortality in 
North America 

• Our fault 

• Preventable 

  

 

Why care? 



Why do they collide? 

Reflection of habitat Attraction by lights 

Photos: 
www.flap.org 



Exceptions… 

Photo: Mike Burrows 



What species collide? 



Does this happen at Duke? 

38 Birds 
20 

Species 



Duke bird-window collisions project 

Ultimate goal: Make Duke bird-friendly 

Project Aim: Quantify bird-window collisions and 
identify problem buildings on Duke campus 

Spring / Fall 
Carcass Surveys 

Raise Awareness 
Random bird 

reports 

Student volunteers 

Students in general 



Future Steps 

With Duke Administration’s support 

Old buildings 

Retrofit: 
UV reflective film 

UV coating 
embedded in glass 

New buildings 

During migration 

Lights Out, Blinds Down Duke!  



The bigger picture 

https://sites.google.com/a/augustana.edu/eren-bird-window-collisions-project/home 



Buildings and carcass surveys 



What? 

• Window measurements 

• Clean-up day 

• Buildings survey 

• Data analysis for Duke 

• Nation-Wide study (Fall) 

 

 



When? 

• March 31st – Clean-up Survey 

• April 1st-21st – Every day 

• 2-4pm – Building surveys 

 

 

• Clean-up Survey: Natalia and Nicki 

• Spring survey: you! (Thank you ) 

• Window measurements: you and 
Natalia and/or Nicki 

 

 

Who? 



Where? - Surveys 



How? - Surveys 

• Two-person team 

• Two-passes on each building (2 mins) 

• Fill out a building survey form ALWAYS 

 

 

 

 



How? - Surveys 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uu3rvJCdkYQ&feature=youtu.be  

• Carcass collection protocol 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uu3rvJCdkYQ&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uu3rvJCdkYQ&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uu3rvJCdkYQ&feature=youtu.be


Submit the data 

• Online form and Google folder (pics) 

 

 

 



Random carcass finds 

• Online form – always, not just for survey 

 

 



Check out the project’s Website 
 

• http://sites.duke.edu/birdcollisions/  

Spread 
the word! Project email: 

birdcollisions@gmail.com 
My email: 
no19@duke.edu   

http://sites.duke.edu/birdcollisions/
http://sites.duke.edu/birdcollisions/
http://sites.duke.edu/birdcollisions/
mailto:birdcollisions@gmail.com
mailto:no19@duke.edu


Good internet sources 

• http://www.flap.org/  

• http://www.abcbirds.org/abcprograms/policy
/collisions/  

http://www.flap.org/
http://www.abcbirds.org/abcprograms/policy/collisions/
http://www.abcbirds.org/abcprograms/policy/collisions/

