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مرحبا اسمي يعقوب●

שמי יעקב, שלום●

تشرفنا●

؟מה שלומך. נעים להכיר●

كيفك؟. تمام●

.אני בסדר●



من أين أنت؟●

؟מאיפה אתה. אני מירושלים●

ماذا تفعل للعمل؟. أنا من القدس●

؟במה אתה עובד. אני תלמוד באוניברסיטה חיפה●

.أنا طالب في جامعة هيفاء●



؟מה אתה לומד●

وماذا تدرس؟. أنا أدرس السياسة●

.אני לומד פוליטיקה●

ماذا تحب أن تفعل؟●

؟מה אתה אוהב לעשות. אני אוהב לשחק כדורגל●

من في أسرتك؟. أنا أحب أن ألعب كرة القدم●

؟מי במשפחה שלך. ואח אחדואמאיש לי אבא ●

.عندي أب وأم وأخ واحد●











Background

- Born in Germany in 1924, family fled from Hitler and landed in Palestine

- Fought in the Arab-Israeli war 

- “The rigors and horrors of his service in this conflict, and in World War II, inform his 

poetry.”

- During World War II was when Amichai gained interest in poetry

- After war he attended Hebrew University and eventually taught there, NYU, UC 

Berkeley, and Yale University



Accomplishment

- Recognized as one of Israel’s finest poets

- Poems have been translated into 40 different languages

- Received Israel Prize for Poetry and nominated for Nobel Prize

- “Amichai died in Jerusalem on September 22, 2000. His papers and archive is housed at 

the Beinecke Library at Yale University.”

- The New Yorker called him, “The Secular Psalmist” after his death

- (Secular may be a stretch given the following poem)



Poetry



Meaning Behind The Poem 

● Despite being landlocked, Jerusalem is in his eyes a port city to God

● Extended Metaphor

○ “Temple Mount is a Great Ship”
○ “Jerusalem is the Venice of God”

● Not passage to other states through water, but passage to God through prayer



Context of Poem

● Written and published soon after Six Day War

● Fervor over Jerusalem opening up

● Mentions “Mosques” and “Churches” as well as Jewish Imagery

● Port city implies multiple destinations

○ Multiple religions and peoples
● “People of the Book”



Translated Poem:

https://www.google.com/search?q=rosh+hashanah&tbm=isch&sxsrf=AOaemvJlThZE3dIpcMD-eImEp-W9uwUAYA:1635988143498&source=lnms&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjr_5jhwv3zAhUCSTABHQpGAcsQ_AUoAXoECAEQAw&biw=932&bih=709&dpr=2#imgrc=RjNnsSUXzDrJrM


Meaning behind the poem

● It reminds us to be humble before the holiday in which we call in the new year and repent for 

our sins. 

● In the torah, it is said that god chooses who will live and who will die in the new year on Rosh 

Hashanah

○ Amachi references this with as he speaks about the last good deed a living 
man can do - metaphorically cleansing themself before judgement day 

● He also speaks directly to the gruesome consequences of treating others wrong

○ Amachi references these mistakes as akin to accidentally mutilating oneself. 



Sources

https://poemsintranslation.blogspot.com/2011/01/yehuda-amichai-jerusalem-is-port-city.html

https://keesvanhage.wordpress.com/4-41/

https://www.best-poems.net/yehuda_amichai/index.html

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/yehuda-amichai

https://www.nytimes.com/2016/01/31/books/review/the-poetry-of-yehuda-amichai-edited-by-

robert-alter.html

https://poemsintranslation.blogspot.com/2011/01/yehuda-amichai-jerusalem-is-port-city.html
https://keesvanhage.wordpress.com/4-41/
https://www.best-poems.net/yehuda_amichai/index.html
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/yehuda-amichai
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/01/31/books/review/the-poetry-of-yehuda-amichai-edited-by-robert-alter.html


Mahmoud Darwish 



Childhood

Born in 1941 in al-Birwa in the 

Western Galilee to a family of 

landowners

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Al-Birwa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Galilee


Darwish's family returned to the Acre area, which 

was part of Israel, and eventually settled in Haifa. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Akko
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Israel


Adolescence

- -His Hebrew teacher inspired his love for literature 

- -At 18, the Israeli Communist Party noticed his talent for writing 

- -At 20, he was appointed as the editor of Al Jadid

- -He was later the editor of Al Fajr, the publication of the Israeli Workers 
Party  



Darwish left Israel to study at the 

Lomonosov Moscow State 

University in the Soviet Union. 



Adulthood

-Married twice and divorced

- -Published more than 30 volumes of poetry and 

eight books of prose

- -Did not settle in one place and instead was 

know to travel from one place to the other 

- -Was politically active joining both the Israeli 

communitst party and the Palestine Liberation 

Organization in Beirut



Career

- Published more than 30 volumes of poetry and eight books of prose

- He was editor of the periodicals Al-Jadid, Al-Fajr, Shu'un Filistiniyya, and Al-
Karmel.

- His poem Bitaqat huwiyya caused a stir in the Arab world like much of his 
work

- His poems have been printed in 20 different languages worldwide and have 
received numerous awards



Rita 

- Darwish was known for writing about the romance he had with a woman called 
Rita 

- The "Rita" of Darwish's poems was a Jewish woman whom he loved when he was living 

in Haifa

- While such relationships are rare today, they were more common during the 

Palestinian Mandate period, and among Communists, who were united by class 

struggle

- His poem Rita and the Rifle was turned into a song after his death and became popular

- The movie Write Down, I am an Arab was about their romance 



Death

Darwish passed away in 2008 at the age 
of 67 after undergoing heart surgery.



Sports in the Arab World

يالرياضة  
 
يالعالمف العرب  

Samuel Reynoldson, Nat Waxman, Jacob Tolson & Taher Khambati



Soccer - القدمكرة

Soccer is central to the culture and politics of the Arab World. It is like a “second religion” ( يالدين  
الثاب  ).

Politics (سياسة): many politicians (ي  support teams, and groups of fans are often analogues for (سياس 
political parties.

Oldest teams: Constantine (قسنطينة, Algeria, 1898); AlAhly (ي  ,الزمالك) Egypt, 1907); and Zamalek ,الاهل 
Egypt, 1911).

FIFA: Qatar (قطر) will host the FIFA World Cup in 2022. Israel (إسرائيل) may host it jointly with the UAE 
) in 2030 as an extension of the Abraham Accords (الإمارات) إبراهيماتفاقيات ).

Some Arab countries own teams: for example, Qatar owns Paris Saint-Germain, and the UAE own 
Manchester City.



Source: Institut du 
Monde Arabe



Volleyball الكرةيالطائرةي in the Arab World



١فسيارات

سباقاتهناك F1 ي  
 
السعوديةوالآنوالإماراتالبحرينف

ىللجائزةسباقأولسيقام للفورمولاالكب  ي 1  
 
يالسعوديةف  

 
يف يديسمب   

 
ف

جدة

Formula 1 in the Gulf 

More recently, Formula 1 
has come to the Gulf as 
races have been held in 
Bahrain, the UAE, and now 
Saudi Arabia
The first Middle Eastern 
Grand Prix was in 2004 in 
Bahrain 

ىللجائزةسباقأولكان يالكب   
 
قف يالأوسطالشر  

 
عامف ي 2004  

 
ف

البحرين



ישראליספורט

טמירועידןדותןדילן



Soccer - כדורגל
In Israel, soccer is the king of all sports - הספורטמלך

The governing body for football is the Israeli Football 

Association(IFA). 

- In the IFA, there are three different leagues in which the 12 

teams play in: 
- Ligat Ha’al - העלליגת

- Liga Leumit - הלאומיתהליגה
- Liga Artzit  - הארציתהליגה

There are also a couple teams called Maccabi ____, which named 

themselves after the Jews in the Hanukkah story. 

 Maccabi has also had an impact in Palestine, transitioning :הקשר

into the region during the 1930’s. As a program it made sports a 

vital part of the youths education and promoted the establishment of 

sports clubs 

https://pixabay.com/illustrations/football-ball-uefa-europe-israel-4921145/


National Soccer 

Rankings 

1. Maccabi Tel Aviv

2. Maccabi Haifa FC

3. Hapoel Be’er Sheva 

4. Beitar Jerusalem FC

5. Hapoel Haifa

6. Hapoel Hadera

7. Maccabi Netanya

8. FC Ashdod

9. Hapoel Tel Aviv

10. Maccabi Petah Tikva

International Soccer 

Rankings 



Basketball - כדורסל

The Israeli Basketball Premier 

League is the top-tier level league 

of professional compe

- It is also normally 

abbreviated as the BSL 

(Basketball Super League) 

Outside of the USA, ranked in top 

15 leagues in the world (Coming in 

at 13 according to ESPN)

- Maccabi Tel Aviv was a very 

competitive team in Europe

https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%A7%D7%95%D7%91%D7%A5:Israel_national_basketball_team.jpg


Basketball - כדורסל

There are 13 teams in the league and they play 

against each other three times. 

The top eight teams advance to the five game 

series Quarter-finals. The winners of the 

Quarter-finals advance to the Final Four 

The Domestic league is typically dominated 

by three teams, Hapoel Jerusalem, Hapoel Tel 

Aviv and Maccabi Tel Aviv

- Hapoel Jerusalem has won 2 

championships 

- Hapoel Tel Aviv has won 5 

championships 

- Maccabi Tel Aviv has won 55 

championships 





Matkot - מטקות
Israel’s Beachside Ball Game A game very similar to beach tennis, but 

with a twist…

- There are virtually no rules, no points, 

no winners or losers

The goal of the game is to keep the ball in 

the air for as long as possible as two or more 

players hit it back and forth

Played regularly along the coast of Israel 

and Palestine 



Matkot - מטקות

The sport was first introduced to Israel in the 1920’s 

but quickly became a worldwide game

- In Brazil, the game is called ‘Frescobol’

- In USA, game is called ‘Beach Tennis’

Very popular due to its affordability and 

accessibility 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N9VMEj4K9Xc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N9VMEj4K9Xc


Krav Maga - מגעקרב

Based on the most primitive and natural human 

instincts to survive

Self defense system developed and modernized 

during WWII and Israel's War of Independence,

The martial art is not allowed in any 

competitions or shows due to its nature.

- No rules to follow

- Ranked as the most lethal martial art



Surfing - גלישה

Israel's location along the 

mediterranean allows for a whole 

coastline of waves.

- This leads to many different 

aquatic sports but mainly 

Surfing (גלישה) and 

Windsurfing ( רוחגלישת )

Surfing in Tel Aviv is incredibly 

popular. 

- Surf schools are spread 

throughout the city’s coastline, 

and surf-boards are constantly 

seen around the city, usually on 

the side of a moped, strapped 

to a car or on the bus



Surfing - גלישה

Because of the water temperature in the 

Mediterranean, surfing in Israel happens all-year-

round which is great. 

- The water temperature is around 29 

degrees Celsius (84 Fahrenheit) in 

summer

- In winter, water temperatures can reach a 

low of 14 degrees Celsius (57 Fahrenheit)

On days when the waves are good, you will have a 

packed out beach with crowds of up to 40 people

Israel has even hosted a WSL event in 2016 which 

gave local surfers a chance to compete against 

some of the worlds best for $25,000



Links

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/israeli-sports/

https://footballdatabase.com/ranking/israel/1

https://www.fifa.com/fifa-world-ranking/isr

https://www.topendsports.com/world/countries/israel.htm

https://www.dailysportx.com/trending/matkot-beach-game

https://theselfdefenceexpert.com/israeli-martial-arts/

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/israeli-sports/
https://footballdatabase.com/ranking/israel/1
https://www.fifa.com/fifa-world-ranking/isr
https://www.topendsports.com/world/countries/israel.htm
https://www.dailysportx.com/trending/matkot-beach-game
https://theselfdefenceexpert.com/israeli-martial-arts/


Links

https://www.espn.com/nba/story/_/id/21691644/fran-

fraschilla-ranks-world-top-basketball-leagues-nba

https://basket.co.il/viewers.asp?lang=en

https://fancyodds.com/matkot-about-history-facts-how-to-

play-equipment/

https://wayofmartialarts.com/top-15-deadliest-martial-arts-

in-the-world-ranked/

https://www.touristisrael.com/surfing-in-israel/2418/

https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/in-photos-israel-hosts-

world-surfing-league-meet-1.5393605

https://www.espn.com/nba/story/_/id/21691644/fran-fraschilla-ranks-world-top-basketball-leagues-nba
https://basket.co.il/viewers.asp?lang=en
https://fancyodds.com/matkot-about-history-facts-how-to-play-equipment/
https://wayofmartialarts.com/top-15-deadliest-martial-arts-in-the-world-ranked/
https://www.touristisrael.com/surfing-in-israel/2418/
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/in-photos-israel-hosts-world-surfing-league-meet-1.5393605


SKIT!



SKIT!



Sala’am (Od Yavo Shalom Aleinu)

Harper de Andrade, Bari Gruber, Abby Finkle, Ellie Sokolowski, Clara Harms, Matthew Majsak



Sala’am (Od Yavo Shalom Aleinu) by Mosh Ben Ari and the Sheva Band (2008)



Shared Roots…





Thank you for joining!


