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Biographical report: Oscar Micheaux

Seminar Discussion: Selected readings and Oscar 
Micheaux’s Within Our Gates  (1920) & Body and Soul  (1925)



E. FRANKLIN FRAZIER
“DURHAM: CAPITAL OF THE BLACK MIDDLE CLASS”

Above: Photograph of the founders of the North Carolina Mutual Life Insurance Company 
(featuring Aaron Moore (far left), John Merrick (center), & C. C. Spaulding (far right), ca. 1913.

Right: Garland R. Rose, architect, North Carolina Mutual Life Insurance Building, Durham, 
NC, 1921. 



Arthur P. Bedou, A group, lead by Booker T. 
Washington (third row, second from left), to 
the educational and Industrial Training 
School for Girls, Daytona, Florida, headed by 
Mary McLeod Bethune (behind Washington 
to the right), 1912. Photograph. Among the 
visitors are founders of the North Carolina 
Mutual Life Insurance Company founders 
C.C. Spaulding (second row from the front, 
far left) and John Merrick (same row, far 
right). A 27-years old Alain Locke is standing 
far right, two row behind John Merrick.



Promotional materials for Oscar Micheaux’s photoplay company, circa 1921 (left) and circa 1930 (above).



Left: Oscar Micheaux (1884-1951). Right: Newspaper advertisement for Oscar Micheaux’s The Homesteader (1919).



Left: “This Boy’s Death Caused Race Riot,” Chicago Defender, August 39, 1919. Above: Unidentified 
Photographer, White men stoning a Black man during a race riot, Chicago, Illinois, July-August 1919.



Above: Chicago Defender Advertisement for 
Oscar Micheaux’s 1920 film Within Our Gates.  
Film still from Within Our Gates, featuring Evelyn 
Preer.



Film stills from Oscar Micheaux’s 1920 Within Our Gates (center: Charles D. Lucas in the role of Dr. V. Vivian; right: Lucas & Preer in the roles of Dr. Vivian & 
Sylvia Landry).





Film stills from Oscar Micheaux’s 1920 Within Our Gates. Left: Mrs. & Mr. Landry (played by Mattie Edwards & William Starks). 
Right: Within Our Gates’ lead character Sylvia Landry (played by Evelyn Preer).



Upper & lower left: Film stills of E.G. Tatum in the dual 
roles in Within Our Gates of the Reverend Uncle Ned and 
Efrem. Upper, center, & lower right: Film stills of E.G. 
Tatum in the role of Efrem in the lynching scene in Within 
Our Gates.



“Meanwhile, in the depths of the forest,
     a woman, though a Negro, was a
                    HUMAN BEING.”

Above: Photograph of Mattie Edwards in the London production of In 
Dahomey (1903). Right: Film still of Mattie Edwards in the role of Mrs. 
Landry in Within Our Gates.



Film still of the vigilante decree for a lynching 
in Within Our Gates.



Film still from Oscar Micheaux’s 1920 Within Our Gates depicting the lynch mob.



Film still from Oscar Micheaux’s 1920 Within 
Our Gates depicting the lynching of Mr. & Mrs. 
Landry.



Film still from Oscar Micheaux’s 1920 Within 
Our Gates depicting the lynching of Mr. & 
Mrs. Landry.



Film still from Oscar Micheaux’s 1920 Within Our Gates showing Armand Gridlestone (Grant Gorman) assaulting Sylvia Landry (Evelyn Preer).



Film still from Oscar Micheaux’s 1920 Within Our Gates: The revealing of the scar. 



Newspaper advertisement for Oscar Micheaux’s Body and Soul (1925) featuring Mercedes 
Gilbert and Paul Robeson.



Film stills from Body and Soul showing Paul Robeson in the dual roles of the Reverend Isaiah T. Jenkins (Cicero Brown) and his brother Sylvester Brown.



Film still from Body and Soul showing Paul 
Robeson in the roles of the Reverend 
Isaiah T. Jenkins, here conversing with 
someone in a saloon.



Film stills from Body and Soul explaining in an intertitle Paul Robeson in the role of the Reverend Isaiah T. Jenkins.



Left: Film still from Body and Soul showing Martha Jane (Mercedes Gilbert). Right: Advertisement featuring actress Mercedes Gilbert in the Langston 
Hughes Broadway play Mulatto (1936).



Film still from Body and Soul showing a 
sanctified church scene with ecstatic 
worshippers.



Film stills from Body and Soul explaining in an intertitle/showing Martha Jane (Mercedes Gilbert) & her daughter Isabelle (Julia Theresa Russell) after sharing her 
story about the Reverend Isaiah T. Jenkins’ sexual assault.



Film stills from Body and Soul showing the Reverend Isaiah T. Jenkins (Paul Robeson) & Isabelle (Julia 
Theresa Russell) in a rainstorm.



Film stills from Body and Soul showing the Reverend Isaiah T. Jenkins’s (Paul Robeson) predatory actions before and after sexually assaulting Isabelle (Julia Theresa 
Russell).



Film stills from Body and Soul s explaining in an intertitle Cicero Brown’s escape from prison and his 
alias as the Reverend Isaiah T. Jenkins & showing Paul Robeson as the murderer of Martha Jane’s 
dreamworld son.



Film still from Body and Soul showing Paul 
Robeson in the role of Sylvester Brown, the 
fiancé of Isabelle (center, Julia Theresa 
Russell) & the future son-in-law of Martha 
Jane (right, Mercedes Gilbert).


