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Junkanoo: Bahamian term for Boxing Day masquerade

Jonkonnu: Jamaican term for Boxing Day masquerade

John Canoe: Same as above, plus name of early 18th-century 
slaver trader on Africa’s Gold Coast 

John Coonah: Southern U.S. term for Christmas masquerade

gens inconnu: French for “masked people”

jeunes cannuers: French for “young cane cutters”

dzonko nu: Ewe term for “male sorcerer”



Jola peoples, Gambia, (left) Ejumba mask (for male initiations), documented in 1825.  Wood, cloth; 
(right) Kankurang mask (for male initiation and social control), documented in 1825.  Fibers & 
vegetal materials.



Clockwise from lower 
left: Thomas 
Bowdich, Ashanti 
Captain in his War 
Dress, 1819. Color 
lithograph. Map of 
trading forts along 
the Gold Coast. Map 
of the Bight of Biafra 
and its hinterland. 
Igbo peoples, Nigeria, 
Egbuklele
masquerade, Ihuaba
Ekpeya, 1930s.



Map of the 
Southeast 
United 
States, Gulf of 
Mexico, & the 
Caribbean.



Clockwise from Lower left: 
Sugar cane cultivation, 
Jamaica, 19th century. 
Lithograph. Broadside 
announcing a sale of slaves 
from the Gold-Coast, Charleston, 
South Carolina, 18th century. 
Barbadoes Copper Penny, ca. 
1780s-90s. Broadside 
announcing a sale of Eboe
slaves from Bonny, Nigeria, 
Montego-Bay, Jamaica, 1781.



Left: Isaac Mendes Belisario, Red Set-Girls and Jack-in-the-Green 
(Jamaica), 1837-38. Hand-colored lithograph. Right: Isaac 
Mendes Belisario, Koo, Koo, or Actor Boy (Jamaica), 1837-38. 
Hand-colored lithograph. Both from the Sketches of Character 
portfolio.



Left: Isaac Mendes Belisario, Jaw-Bone, or House 
John-Canoe (Jamaica), 1837-38. Hand-colored 
lithograph. From the Sketches of Character 
portfolio. Above: Jamaica, Jonkonnu house, c. 
1921. Wood, paper, tinfoil, rope, black velvet 
ribbon, two porcelain dolls.



Left & right: Jonkonnu masqueraders, Jamaica, 2000s.



Clockwise from eft: Winslow Homer, Dressing for the Carnival, 
1877. Oil on canvas. Right: Edward W. Kemble, “De John 
Connahs comin’! And there they come, sure enough!” from 
Rebecca Cameron, “Christmas on an Old Plantation,” Ladies’ 
Home Journal 9, no. 1 (December 1891): 5. Map of the ports 
of colonial North Carolina.


