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Harriet Jacobs, Incidents in the 
Life of a Slave Girl

Monday, March 27, 2023



Clockwise from upper left: Frederick Douglass, 
Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an 
American Slave, Written by Himself (Boston, 
1845); Solomon Northup, Twelve Years a Slave. 
Narrative of Solomon Northup, A Citizen of New-
York, Kidnapped in Washington City in 1841, 
and rescued in 1853, from a Cotton Plantation 
near the Red River, in Louisiana 
(Auburn/Buffalo/Cincinnati, 1853); William 
and Ellen Craft, Running a Thousand Miles for 
Freedom; or, the Escape of William and Ellen 
Craft (London, 1860).



Harriet Ann Jacobs (1813-1897), or “Linda 
Brent.”



Street map of Edenton, North Carolina, identifying the historic sites pertaining to Harriet Jacobs’ life in that 
city and her eventual escape.



Advertisement for the capture of Harriet Jacobs, 
American Beacon (daily), Norfolk, Virginia, 
July 4, 1835.



Left: Dr. James Norcom (1778-1850), or “Mr. Flint.” Right: Mrs. James 
Norcom (Mary Matilda Horniblow, 1794-1868), or “Mrs. Flint.”



Left: Joseph Jacobs (1830-????), or “Benny.” Right: Louisa Matilda Jacobs 
(1833-1917), or “Ellen.”



Nathaniel Parker Willis (1806-1867), 
or “Mr. Bruce.”



Map of Eastern North 
Carolina showing the 
watercourses, inlets, 
swamps, and land 
obstacles with which 
escaped slaves who 
were seeking freedom 
contended.





Left: Anonymous, Horrid Massacre in Virginia, 
1831. Woodcut. Below: John Warner Barber, 
Death of Captain Ferrer, the Captain of the 
Amistad, July 1839, 1840. Wood engraving.


