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History 204S:  Postwar Europe, 1945-1968:  Politics, Society and Culture

The postwar years 1945-1968 constituted a distinct period in European history, a time when a divided Europe had lost its global hegemony and retreated from its colonial possessions, and two military alliances, controlled by the USA and Soviet Union, dominated much of its foreign politics.  It was also, however, a period when unprecedented economic growth created, in Western Europe, an affluent consumer society, and the welfare state and Keynesian economic management provided for a social security network that eliminated poverty and guaranteed stability.  It reflected a highpoint of the European nation state, yet saw the first steps towards the future European Union.  The postwar era represented a stark contrast to the preceding epoch of Fascism and World War, and to the succeeding period of stagflation, social unrest, and what a prominent Cold War liberal, Raymond Aron, called European “decadence,” i.e., reluctance to fight the Cold War.  Symbolically, the 1968 student revolution separated the two.

A “Social-Democratic Consensus” reigned supreme across the North Atlantic in postwar years.  In both North America and Western Europe, governments and public majorities endorsed a combination of domestic social reform and militant anti-Communism.  Liberal intellectuals endeavored to preserve the consensus by contrasting “Western freedom” with Soviet “totalitarianism.”  Their major international organization, the Congress for Cultural Freedom, provided an effective network for disseminating liberal ideas.  The Congress established branches in virtually every Western European country, the US, and several African, Asian, and Latin American countries.  It published influential magazines, and organized highly visible international conferences.  Its members formed close relations with leading statesmen.  The Congress represents a high point of liberal intellectuals’ political engagement.  It made postwar liberalism into an international movement, articulating a coherent discourse across national borders.

This seminar discusses politics, society, and culture in Western Europe during the postwar years.  It begins with general readings on Western Europe to establish the main political, social, economic, and cultural features of the postwar years.  The course then proceeds to the intellectual life of postwar Europe.  The exchanges between liberal intellectuals and their critics are one focus of the discussions, and the course will also address the debate on the welfare state, its problems, and its leftist critics.

The course is open to advanced undergraduate and graduate students.  It will function both as a research seminar and as a colloquium.  The requirements vary.  All students are expected to respond with timely weekly postings (very brief!) to their colleagues’ reviews or to the readings, and to participate actively in an informed manner in class discussions.  Those who take the course as a research seminar should choose by the end of the third week a research topic, submit a written proposal, and write a twenty-five to thirty-page paper.  Those who take it as a colloquium will write either a major historiographical essay on a topic of their choice (also to be decided by the third week) or two reviews, twelve-page long each, of the weekly readings, setting the works in their historical and theoretical contexts.  They will also present the readings briefly to the class.  Students writing research and historiographical papers will also present readings to the class.  Foreign language proficiency is not a prerequisite, but students conducting research will find that reading knowledge of French or German is essential in many areas.  Sounds complicated?  We will clear all questions in the first class.

Syllabus
August 28
An Overview:  The Postwar Era, Cold War Liberalism, and Intellectual History

Going over the Syllabus in Class:  Selecting the Topics to be discussed from the list below.

September 4
The Postwar Era 


Tony Judt, Postwar: A History of Europe Since 1945, pp. 13-40, 63-196, 241-359, 390-421 (substitute selections welcome).
September 11
Containment and the Cold War (Jocelyn)

X (George F. Kenan), "The Sources of Soviet Conduct,” Foreign Affairs, XXV (July 1947) (electronic journals)

John Lewis Gaddis, We Now Know:  Rethinking Cold War History (Chapters 1, 2, 5, 7, 10).
Melvyn P Leffler. “The Cold War: What Do ‘We Now Know’?” The American Historical Review, 104 (1999): 501-525 (electronic journal). 

September 18
The Marshall Plan, the Economic Miracle, and the Welfare State (Patrick)

Charles Maier, “The Politics of Productivity” and “Conditions for Stability,” in his In Search of Stability, pp. 121-184 (sakai).

Carlo Spagnolo, “Reinterpreting the Marshall Plan:  The Impact of European Recovery Programme in Britain, France, Western Germany and Italy, 1947-1952,” in The Postwar Challenge, ed. Dominik Geppert, pp. 275-298 (sakai).

Susan Pederson, Family, Dependence, and the Origins of the Welfare State, Introduction and Part III, chaps. 6-7 (sakai)

Wolfgang Maderthaner and Lutz Musner, “Textures of the Modern: Viennese Contributions to Cultural History and Urban studies,” Cultural Studies, 6:16 (2002): 863-876 (sakai).

Project Proposals for Research and Historiographical Papers Due.
September 25 
Americanization, European Integration, and their Limits (John; Jessica)
Martin Gilbert, European Integration: A Concise History, chaps. 3-5. (sakai)
Jonathan Zeitlin, “Introduction,” in Zeitlin and Herrigel, eds., Americanization and Its Limits (sakai).

Heidi Fehrenbach and Uta Poiger, "introduction: Americanization Reconsidered" and Uta Poiger, "American Music, Cold War Liberalism and German Identities," both in Fehrenbach and Poiger, eds., Transactions, Transgressions, Transformations.

Oliver Schmidt, “No Innocents Abroad,” in Here, There and Everywhere: The Foreign Politics of American Popular Culture, pp. 64-79 (sakai).

Udi E. Greenberg, “Germany's Postwar Re-education and Its Weimar Intellectual Roots,” Journal of Contemporary History  46:10 (2011)
Dominik Geppert, "introduction" to The Postwar Challenge, ed. Geppert (sakai).

October 2 
The Family, Sex and Consumer Culture in Postwar Europe (Alina)
Robert G. Moeller, “Reconstructing the Family in Reconstruction Germany: Women and Social Policy in the Federal Republic, 1949-1955,” in West Germany under Reconstruction, ed. by Moeller (sakai).

Hanna Schissler, “’Normalization’ as Project: Some Thoughts on Gender Relations in West Germany during the 1950s,” in:  The Miracle Years: A Cultural History of West Germany, 1949-1968, ed. by Hanna Schissler, pp. 359-375.
Robert G. Moeller, “The Homosexual Man Is a 'Man,' the Homosexual Woman Is a 'Woman': Sex, Society, and the Law in Postwar West Germany,” in: West Germany under Reconstruction, ed. by Moeller, pp. 251-284 (sakai).

Dagmar Herzog, “Desperately Seeking Normality: Sex and Marriage in the Wake of the War,” in Life after Death, ed. by Richard Bessel and Dirk Schumann, pp. 161-192.

Heidi Fehrenbach, “The Fight for the “Christian West”:  German Film Control, the Churches, and the Reconstruction of Civil Society in the Early Bonn Republic,” in Moeller, West Germany under Reconstruction, pp. 321-333 (sakai).
Arnold Sywottek, “From Starvation to Excess?  Trends in the Consumer Society from the 1940s to the 1970s,” in:  The Miracle Years: A Cultural History of West Germany, 1949-1968, ed. by Hanna Schissler, pp. 341-358.

Michael Wildt, “Continuities and Discontinuities of Consumer Mentality in West Germany in the 1950s,” in:  Life after Death, ed. by Richard Bessel and Dirk Schumann, pp. 211-229.

Erica Carter, “Alice in the Consumer Wonderland: West German Case Studies in Gender and Consumer Culture,” in: West Germany under Reconstruction, ed. by Moeller, pp. 347-371 (sakai).

Ellen Furlough,  “Making Mass Vacation:  Tourism and Consumerism in France,” Comparative Studies in Society and History, 40 (1998):  247-286 (sakai).
October 9
Postwar German, Austrian and European Memory and Identity I ((Jocelyn; Patrick; Berti)
Norbrt Frei, “Coping with the Burdens of the Past: German Politics and Society in the 1950s,” in:  The Postwar Challenge, ed. by Geppert, pp. 27-40.

Filippo Focardi, “Reshaping the Past: Collective Memory and the Second World War in Italy, 1945-1955,” ibid.,  pp. 41-64 (sakai).

Pieter Lagrou, “Beyond Memory and Commemoration: Coming to Terms with War and Occupation in France after 1945,” ibid., pp. 65-80 (sakai).

Heide-Marie Uhl, “From Victim Myth to Co-Responsibility Thesis: Nazi Rule, World War II, and the Holocaust in Austrian Memory,” in The Politics of Memory in Postwar Europe, ed. by Lebow, Kansteiner and Fogu, pp. 40-72  (sakai).

October 16 
Postwar German, Austrian and European Memory and Identity II (Ian; Dawei)
Heinrich Böll, Billiard um halb-zehn (Billiards at Half-Past Nine) 

Ido de Haan, “Paths of Normalization after the Persecution of the Jews:  The Netherlands, France, and West Germany in the 1950s,” in Life after Death, ed. by Richard Bessel and Dirk Schumann, pp. 65-92.

Elizabeth Heineman, “The Hour of the Woman: Memories of Germany's ‘Crisis Years’ and West German National Identity,” in The Miracle Years: A Cultural History of West Germany, 1949-1968, ed. by Hanna Schissler, pp. 21-56.

Lutz Niethammer, “’Normalization’ in the West:  Traces of Memory Leading Back into the 1950s,” ibid., pp. 237-265.

Frank Stern, “Films in the 1950s: Passing Images of Guilt and Responsibility,” ibid., pp. 266-280.

After the Nazi Racial State: Difference and Democracy in Germany and Europe, chapters 4-5 by Rita Chin, Heide Fehrenbach and Geoff Eley.

October 23
The Fellow Travelers and the French Left (Mimi & James)


Maurice Merleau-Ponty, Humanisme et terreur (1947) (Humanism and Terror)


R. H. S. Crossman, ed., The God That Failed, introduction and essays by Koestler, Gide, and Spender.
Tony Judt, Past Imperfect:  French Intellectuals, 1944-1956, chapters 1-4, 6, 12, and 14.
October 30 
Totalitarianism and Political Religion:  Analytic Concepts or Cold War Ideology? (Jessica)


Abbot Gleason, Totalitarianism:  The Inner History of the Cold War (selections).
  Malachi Hacohen, “Political Messianism from Interwar to Cold War:  Liberalism, Totalitarianism & the Critique of Secular Religion” (Sakai)
Daniel Bell, The End of Ideology (selections).

Walter Laqueur, “Is There Now, Or Has There Ever Been Such a Thing as Totalitarianism?” Commentary (1985) (sakai).

November 6 
Totalitarianism:  Hannah Arendt (Berti; Matt; Alina)
Hannah Arendt, The Origins of Totalitarianism.
Draft of Research Paper Due

November 13
Decolonization and European Culture (Mimi; John; Dawei; James)

Frantz Fanon, The Wretched of the Earth, including Sartre's introduction.


Albert Camus, The Stranger.
James D. Le Sueur, Uncivil War:  Intellectuals and Identity Politics During the Decolonization of Algeria, introduction, conclusion and chaps. 4-7 (skim).

November 20
The End of the Postwar Era:  1968 and The New Left (Ian)


Jürgen Habermas, Toward a Rational Society:  Student Protest, Science, and Politics.
Malachi Hacohen, “From FORUM to NEUES FORVM: The Congress for Cultural Freedom, the 68ers and the Émigrés in Austria” (sakai). 
Gerd-Rainer Horn and Padraic Kenney, eds., Transnational Moments of Change:  Europe 1945, 1968, 1989,  Part II,: 1968, essays by Marwick, Horn, Bren and Schulz, pp. 81-154 (sakai).

Kristin Ross, May ’68 and Its Afterlives, introduction and chap. 4.

Michael Seidman, The Imaginary Revolution:  Parisian Students and Workers in 1968, introduction and conclusion.

Just in case people are interested in older sessions and readings – here are some alternatives:


The Liberal Critique of Communism 
Raymond Aron, L'opium des intellectuels (1955) The Opium of the Intellectuals, parts I-II.

Isaiah Berlin, “Historical Inevitability” and “Two Concepts of Liberty,” in Four Essays on Freedom.
Democratic Stability, I:  The Social Democratic Consensus

T. H. Marshall, “Citizenship and Social Class” (1949), in his Class, Citizenship and Social Development
Daniel Bell, The End of Ideology
Ralf Dahrendorf, "The End of the Social Democratic Consensus?" in his Life Chances or Richard Löwenthal, “Beyond the Social-Democratic Consensus,” in his Social Change and Cultural Crisis
Democratic Stability, II:  Civic Culture, Consumer Culture, Voices of Discontent 

G. Almond and S. Verba, Civic Culture, selections

Ellen Furlough, “Making Mass Vacation:  Tourism and Consumerism in France,” Comparative Studies in Society and History, 40 (1998):  247-286

Heinrich Böll, Billiard um halb-zehn (Billiard at Half-Past Nine)

The Congress for Cultural Freedom and Cold War Culture

Francis Saunders, The Cultural Cold War

Christopher Lasch,  “The Cultural Cold War,” in The Agony of the American Left

Stephen Whitfield, The Culture of the Cold War

Essay by Hacohen on The Congress in Austria

The End of the Postwar Era, I:  The New Left

Herbert Marcuse, An Essay on Liberation and Jürgen Habermas, Toward a Rational Society:  Student Protest, Science, and Politics

The End of the Postwar Era, II:  the Economic Miracle Runs Out

Donella H. Meadows et al. (Club of Rome), Limits to Growth
Fred Hirsch, Social Limits to Growth, selections

The End of the Postwar Era, III:  Neoconservatism and the Crisis of the Welfare State

Michel Crozier, Samuel P. Huntington, Joji Watanuki, The Crisis of Democracy
Claus Offe, Contradictions of the Welfare State
Or: a very new session

European Jewish Émigrés and the Shaping of Postwar Culture

Look at Religions http://www.mdpi.com/journal/religions/special_issues/jewish-emigres/
We may add the Udi Greenberg article on German Reeducation, Hacohen on Austria, and an article by Alfonse Söllner on the Remigrés and the Westernization of German culture

Any of the alternatives can be substituted for one of the sessions on the syllabus.
