SES 423S: From Prague to Istanbul
Fall 2013
Contact Information:
Professor Beth Holmgren

309 Languages Building (just down the hall from our classroom)

phone: 660-3144

email:  beth.holmgren@duke.edu

Office hours:
Other instructors:

· Professor Erdağ Göknar (on Istanbul) erdag.goknar@duke.edu

Course description

Through history, fiction, memoir, film, videos, and photos, we’ll explore the fascinating multi-layered histories and identities of four important cities on the Eurasian continuum--Prague, Warsaw, Sarajevo, and Istanbul.  We’ll consider how these urban spaces evolved through patterns of migration and trade routes, how they reflect and combine the physical, political, and socio-cultural imprints of overlapping occupiers and invaders – e.g., the Ottoman, Russian, and Habsburg empires, the Third Reich and the Soviet Union -- and how hometown writers and filmmakers represent their history, atmosphere, and inhabitants.
Mini-lectures, discussion topics, assignments

August 27
What in the world is Eurasia?
Assignment:  Read Mark Von Hagen on the Eurasia anti-paradigm (assignment #1).  Study external links #1 and #3 (paper printout for Central and Southwest Asia) so that you can locate our four cities and their host countries, plus other countries and cities for extra credit, for little map quiz on Thursday.
August 29
Map quiz (find Prague, Warsaw, Sarajevo, and Istanbul plus their host countries on two blank maps).  Extra credit for any other country or city identified.
Discuss Mark Von Hagen’s essay 
Assignment:  Read Stephen Kotkin’s essay on the Mongol Commonwealth (assignment #2).   Look over external links #5, #6, #7, #8, which show us East-West connections and the Ottoman, Russian, and Austro-Hungarian empires.
Sept 3

Discuss Kotkin’s essay and finalize our working definition of Eurasia
Assignment: Read Peter Demetz, Prague in Black and Gold, readings #1 and #2.  Start looking over external links #9 and #10 (Prague map and Prague sights) in preparation for short answer identity quiz on September 10th on Prague sights.  List of sights you’ll be required to identify will be posted on SAKAI & email.
Sept 5

Welcome to Prague!


“Defining” rulers and communities in Prague’s history
Assignment: Read Prague in Black and Gold, reading #3; short stories of Jan Neruda, “Mr. Ryšánek and Mr. Schlegel,” “St. Wenceslas Mass,” “Evening Chitchat.”  Review Prague sights.
Sept 10
Sights of Prague quiz (8 short answer ids)


Prague in the Habsburgs’ thrall, with beer on tap


Discuss tales of Jan Neruda, chronicler of 19th-century Prague
Assignment:  Read Prague in Black and Gold, reading #4.  Read Jeremy Bransten’s “The 1968 Invasion of Czechoslovakia” and view Josef Koudelka photo essay on the invasion.
Sept 12
Discuss Neruda’s tales

Interwar and postwar 20th-century Prague
The Prague Spring 1968



Assignment:  Read Bohumil Hrabal’s Too Loud a Solitude.
Sept 17
Discuss Too Loud a Solitude
Assignment: Read Too Loud a Solitude
Sept 19
Discuss Too Loud a Solitude
Sept 24
Screen Jan Sverák’s 1996 film Kolya


Assignment:  Start work on your Prague paper
Sept 26
Finish screening Kolya


Discuss Kolya

Assignment:  Finish Prague paper.  Read Adam Zamoyski, The Polish Way, readings #1, #2, #3.  Start looking over external links #9 and #10 (Warsaw map and sights).  List of sights you’ll be required to identify will be posted on Sakai and email.
Oct 1 

Welcome to Warsaw!


Short paper on Prague due


Capital of a Commonwealth: Kings and Uppity Nobles
Assignment:  Read The Polish Way, reading #4; also Warsaw memoirs of daily life #1, #2, #3.  Study for quiz.
Oct 3

Sights of Warsaw quiz (8 short answer ids)
Warsaw under the Partitions
Discuss memoirs of late 19th-century Warsaw life.
Assignment: Read short stories by Isaac Bashevis Singer, “The Spinoza of Market Street,” “Something Is There.”  View online article and photos of 1943 Warsaw Ghetto Uprising presented by the USHMM.
Oct 8

Jewish Warsaw in the 20th Century


Discuss short stories of Isaac Bashevis Singer


1941-1943: the German creation and destruction of the Ghetto

Assignment: Read Andrzej Szczypiorski’s The Beautiful Mrs. Seidenman.  View website -- timeline, FAQ, and photos of Sylwester “Kris” Braun -- of 1944 Warsaw Uprising).
Oct 10

Warsaw – phantom city, phoenix city (1939-1945)


Discuss The Beautiful Mrs. Seidenman
Assignment: Finish The Beautiful Mrs. Seidenman
Fall break from October 10th until October 16th 
Oct 17

Discuss The Beautiful Mrs. Seidenman
Oct 22

Begin screening Dariusz Gajewski’s 2003 film, Warsaw


Assignment: Start work on your Warsaw paper.
Oct 24

Finish screening Warsaw


Discuss Warsaw
Assignment: Read Robert Donia, Sarajevo: A Biography, reading #1;   Start looking over external links #11 and #12 (Sarajevo map and sights).  List of sights you’ll be required to identify will be posted on Sakai and email.  Finish Warsaw paper.

Oct 29

Welcome to Sarajevo!


The Ottoman showplace


Short paper on Warsaw due

Assignment:  Read Sarajevo: A Biography, reading #2; stories by Ivo Andrić, “The Tanners,” “The Pasha’s Concubine.”  Study for quiz.
Oct 31
Sights of Sarajevo quiz (8 short answer ids)


Sarajevo’s Austrian filling


Discuss stories of Andrić, the chronicler of Bosnia
Assignment: Read Sarajevo: A Biography, readings #3 and #4; view article and Reuters slide show of the Siege of Sarajevo; read 

Miljenko Jergović’s Sarajevo Marlboro.
Nov 1

Sarajevo under socialism, Sarajevo under siege
Assignment: Read Miljenko Jergović’s Sarajevo Marlboro.
Nov 5

Discuss Sarajevo Marlboro
Nov 7

Begin screening Jasmila Zbanić’s 2010 film, On the Path.


Assignment: Start work on your Sarajevo paper
Nov 12

Screen On the Path


Discuss On the Path
Assignment: Read “Turkey Erupts,” The Economist; Baran, “Turkish Identity – from the Ottomans to Atatürk.”  Finish paper on Sarajevo.
Nov 14
Professor Erdağ Göknar welcomes you to Istanbul, a city of two continents!

The 2013 Istanbul Protests


Short paper on Sarajevo due
Assignment: Look over external links #13 and #14 (Istanbul map and sights).  List of sights you’ll be required to identify will be posted on Sakai and email.  Read Orhan Pamuk’s “Hüzün” from Istanbul and his White Castle (through chapter 6).
Nov 19

Sights of Istanbul quiz (8 short answer ids)
17th-Century Istanbul: Orhan Pamuk and The White Castle
Assignment:  Read Orhan Pamuk’s The White Castle, chapters 7-11.
Nov 21

Discuss The White Castle
Objects of Istanbul
Assignment: Read excerpts from Becoming Istanbul: An Encyclopedia; work on Istanbul culture report.
Nov  26
Present and discuss our “Istanbul Objects”
Assignment: Read Ekmekci’s “Contesting Neo-Liberal Urbanism in Istanbul: The Case of Taksim Square and Beyond”; work on Istanbul culture report.
Dec 3

Global Istanbul
Start screening Imre Azem’s 2011 documentary, Ecumenopolis: City Without Limits


Cultural report on Istanbul due
\

Dec 5

Ecumenopolis: City Without Limits


Discuss Ecumenopolis



Re-viewing our Eurasia….
Dec 11

FINAL EXERCISE, due at noon.  
Required texts (all but 3 novels available on SAKAI)
External links on Sakai – maps and interactive Lonely Planet guides for Prague, Warsaw, Sarajevo, and Istanbul. 
Mark von Hagen, “Empires, Borderlands, and Diasporas: Eurasia as Anti-Paradigm for 

the Post-Soviet Era,” American Historical Review, v. 109, 2, 2004.  On Blackboard.
Stephen Kotkin, “Mongol Commonwealth?  Exchange and Governance across the Post-

Mongol Space,” Kritika: Explorations in Russian and Eurasian History,v. 8, n. 3, summer 2007, 487-531.  On Blackboard.
Peter Demetz.  Prague in Black and Gold. 1997. Selected readings on Sakai.
Jan Neruda.  Prague Tales.  2003.  Selected stories on Sakai.
Online article and photo essay on Prague Spring and Soviet invasion of 1968.
Bohumil Hrabal.  Too Loud a Solitude. 1992.  ORDER
Kolya.  Jan Sverák, dir.  1996.  Fiction film.  105 minutes.
Adam Zamoyski.  The Polish Way. 1987.  Selected readings on Sakai.
Memoirs of daily life in late 19th-century Warsaw by Janina Wyczołkowska, Janina 

Dmochowska, and Józef Galewski.  Short pieces. 
Isaac Bashevis Singer.  The Collected Stories. 1996.  Selected stories on Sakai.
Online essay and photos of 1943 Warsaw Ghetto Uprising.

Online timeline, frequently asked questions, and photos of 1944 Warsaw Uprising.
Andrzej Szczypiorski.  The Beautiful Mrs. Seidenman. 1997.  ORDER
Warsaw. Dariusz Gajewski, dir. 2003.  Fiction film.  104 minutes.
Robert Donia.  Sarajevo: A Biography. 2006.  Selected readings on Sakai.
Ivo Andrić.  The Slave Girl and Other Stories about Women.  2009.  Selected stories on 

Sakai.
Online articles and photo slide show of Siege of Sarajevo.
Miljenko Jergović.  Sarajevo Marlboro.  2004.  These short stories will be posted on 

Sakai.
On the Path.  Jasmila Zbanić, dir.  2010.  Fiction film.  100 minutes.
“Turkey Erupts: The New Young Turks,” in The Economist.

Baran, “Turkish Identity – from the Ottomans to Atatürk.”
Orhan Pahmuk.  The White Castle. 1998.  ORDER
Orhan Pamuk.  Selection from Istanbul on Sakai.

Onuk Emekci, “Contesting Neo-Liberal Urbanism in Istanbul: The Case of Taksim 

Square and Beyond.”
Ecumenopolis: City Without Limits.  Imre Azem, dir.  2011.  Documentary film.  

88 minutes.
Assignments & Grading
Class attendance and prepared participation: 25% of total grade.  Our course revolves around our in-class analysis of the readings and films.  You need to attend class regularly, having completed the assignments and prepared for class discussion. More than two unexcused absences negatively affect your grade for the course. If you cannot make class, please leave a message for me on voicemail (660-3144) or email (beth.holmgren@duke.edu) and check with me about what you’ve missed.
· 5 map identification or short answer identity quizzes.  The first quiz requires that you identify the countries and capitals included in contemporary Eurasia.  The four other quizzes require that you answer 8 short answer essays on major landmarks in our five cities – Prague, Warsaw, Sarajevo, and Istanbul.  Your grades on FOUR of these quizzes will be factored into your class grade; you get to pick which ones count.  Each of these four will be worth 4% of your class grade.
Three short analytical essays (4-5 typed, double-spaced pages) – each 15%.  I will be distributing a choice of prompts for all of these, never fear.  I’m also happy to meet with you to discuss your drafts and ideas. 
One culture report on Istanbul (3-5 typed, double-spaced pages), 15% of grade.  Pick a person, place, or thing related to Istanbul based on our readings and viewings, define it, and explain its historical and cultural significance.  You must use 4 outside sources for this assignment; these sources may be in print or visual, in print books and periodicals or taken from online media.
Final exercise. 15% of grade.  Final analytical reflection on all four cities – specifically, what you, the well-informed thoughtful traveler, learned about

1. the city’s geography and history

2. a specific work of art (film, memoir, fiction) that helped characterize the city’s socio-cultural atmosphere for you

3. the city’s connection with our other city stops in Eurasia

No more than four double-spaced typed pages, please.  Due December 11th by noon.
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