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Pearls for the Preceptor:  Student Documentation Guidelines 

With the ever increasing presence EMRs within our healthcare facilities, it is crucial that PA students learn, not only how 

to fully document a patient encounter, but also how to do so within an electronic environment.   

In January 2020 CMS extended their policy regarding student documentation beyond physicians and medical students to 

include advanced practice providers and the students they supervise.  Duke will adopt this new policy March 2, 2020.  

This means that you can now utilize documentation initiated by a PA student as described below.   

Here are some helpful hints from Duke University Health System to help you maintain compliance with this policy and 

maximize the student learning experience. 

 Student must log in to the computer with his/her own login and password.  

 Do not Share your user ID and password with student to allow them to login as you 

 To use student medical documentation for E/M billing purposes, the following key elements are required by the 

billing provider: 

 Must see the patient with the student (the student may still see patients alone, followed by seeing them 

together with the provider) 

 Verify the student’s history 

 Perform a physical exam 

 Provide an attestation to the student note   

 Recommended attestation language: “I was present with the student and patient during the 

performance of obtaining the history, physical examination, and medical decision making 

(assessment and plan) and I verify the finding documented.” 

 

Ways students can support preceptors through medical documentation: 

 Review and make recommendations for necessary health maintenance, including immunizations and screenings 

 Review and document Review of Systems, Past Medical History, Family History, Social History, Medications and 

Allergies.  

 Create After Visit Summary with patient education 

 Preceptors may allow students to write and pend orders for provider’s signature.  The order is not active until 

the provider signs the order.   

Ways preceptors can support students: 

 Set clear expectations related to medical documentation/note writing (~2-4/day) 

 Discuss in advance which patients the student will see and what tasks they should perform 

 Share your clinical reasoning by talking aloud (as you place orders, write prescriptions, and document yourself) 

 Highlight teaching points 

 Give constructive feedback  


