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Sponsorship by Duke AIDS Legal Project, Health Law Society & Outlaw, with funding from 
the Duke Bar Association & the Dean’s Blueprint Fund.

Contact Ben Shellhorn • OutLaw • ben.shellhorn@fuqua.duke.edu
              Christine Kearsley • Health Law Society • christine.kearsley@lawnet.duke.edu

HIV is not a Crime:
Film Screening & Discussion

HIV criminalization, the inappropriate 
use of one’s HIV status in criminal pros-
ecutions, is a growing and potentially 
dangerous phenomenon. About two-
thirds of all states now have HIV-spe-
cific criminal statutes, creating a “viral 
underclass” in the law based on an im-
mutable characteristic. What are some 
of the implications of this type of crimi-
nal law policy? In what situations does 
the law consider HIV to be a “deadly 
weapon” and is it doing so appropriate-
ly? What should the remedies for such 
situations be?
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