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Welcome back! This quarter, at long last, we will be encountering problems that are 
recognizably our own. Try as we might, we do not live in Plato’s Republic, or even in 
Rousseau’s Geneva. We live in a world of racial and religious diversity, a world in which the 
subjugation of women and minorities can no longer be taken for granted, and a world structured 
more by capitalism and mass media than by our noble Constitution. How are we to understand 
this new world – and, more pressingly, what does it mean to be just, and virtuous, in it? These 
are the questions that we will confront this quarter.  
 
Details and Course Requirements 
 
Attendance: Given the nature of the course, attendance is mandatory, and all absences will be 
noted. If you have a reason to be absent, let me know as far in advance as possible. One absence 
will not torpedo your grade, but two or more absences without excuses will definitely hurt you.  
 
Discussion: This is a seminar, organized around discussion. The most important course 
requirement is that you do the reading and that you come to class prepared to discuss it. Classics 
is a group effort, and the experiment will only succeed if everyone participates. This will mean 
different things to different people, and I hope that you will use the opportunity to grow as a 
thinker and a talker. Socrates, the presiding spirit of the course, did not write a word: he 
philosophized through talking. Our mission in this course is to follow Socrates’ example, 
learning to converse as a seminar. A seminar is different from a lecture or a paper: we will learn 
to bounce our ideas off one another and build confidence to speak before our ideas are fully-
formed. I understand that some people are more comfortable speaking in class than others. It is 
important to realize, though, that speaking philosophically is not a talent that one either has or 
doesn’t have: it is a skill that requires work and practice. You are not permitted, that is, to rest on 
your laurels during class because you imagine yourself to be someone who does not speak. 
 
Online component: After class each day, I will post a set of questions for the next day’s readings. 
I highly recommend that you take a look at these before you start reading. They will give you 
clues about which parts of the text are important, or at least which parts I think are important. 
Don’t let these questions dominate your reading: maybe you’ll pick up on different themes or 
passages than me (this is great, and bring them up in class!). They are, though, a good starting-
place, especially if you’re feeling lost. Two times over the semester, you will be responsible for 
posting a well-developed response to one of my questions. The assigned dates are at the end of 



this syllabus. This post should around 250-300 words. In addition, you should pose two 
questions of your own: what did you think was interesting, and what would you like to analyze in 
class? These are due at 6 P.M. the day before class. While they will not be graded individually, I 
will seriously consider them as a portion of your participation grade, and the same rules on 
plagiarism apply as in a paper. 
 
Papers and Exams: This is a writing-intensive course. I will be assigning two papers this quarter. 
The first will be the standard 5-7 page essay; this is your chance to prove to me, and to yourself, 
that you have mastered this format. For the last paper of the quarter, we will try to expand your 
writing and thinking a bit with a longer, 8-10 page, paper. Each of these will involve a peer-
editing component: for the first paper, we will dedicate a day to an in-class paper workshop, and 
for the second, there will be an outside-of-class review of a peer’s paper. 
 
Extensions and Late Papers: I am not especially lenient with extensions: you know about these 
papers far in advance and if you fail to make time in your schedule to write them, it is your own 
fault. That said, if there are any extenuating circumstances—personal or family illness, for 
instance—please let me know, and I will be as accommodating as I can. If papers are handed in 
late, I will deduct one grade per day (i.e. from an A- to a B+). Papers that are e-mailed any time 
after the beginning of class will be counted late. 
 
Office Hours: Please come and see me or your intern, if just to chat for a few minutes! The 
course will work best if we get to know each other: you don’t need to wait until papers are due to 
stop by. That said, if you are having any issues with the course or would like help on your papers, 
stop by then, too. 
 
Computers: You are highly discouraged from using laptop computers; if you wish to use them, 
turn off the wireless function. You are not permitted to browse the internet during class. If your 
computer use is distracting to yourself or others, I will consider you absent on the day in question 
(and your grade will suffer accordingly). 
 
Plagiarism: I take plagiarism extremely seriously. It is far better to turn in a mediocre paper than 
to plagiarize: the former will hurt your grade but, if caught, the latter will jeopardize your 
academic career. At the very least, you will fail the paper; more likely, you will fail the course as 
a whole and have your case turned over to university administration. There is little need to use 
secondary sources in this course, but if you choose to use them, they must be properly cited. 

What is plagiarism? If you have any questions about this—that is, if you are not sure whether or 
not a certain act constitutes plagiarism—ask me before turning in your paper. Basically, do not 
pass off other’s ideas or words as your own: if you got a cool idea from Plato from a website, or 
the footnotes that come with our version, or from a conversation with your father, you have to 
cite it. There is no shame in this: we all get our ideas from somewhere (my dissertation had over 
one thousand footnotes). Here is an excerpt of the definition provided by the American Historical 
Association: “Plagiarism includes more subtle and perhaps more pernicious abuses than simply 
expropriating the exact wording of another author without attribution. Plagiarism also includes 
the limited borrowing, without attribution, of another person's distinctive and significant research 



findings, hypotheses, theories, rhetorical strategies, or interpretations, or an extended borrowing 
even with attribution.” 

Assessment 
40%: Class Participation and Chalk Postings 
25%: Paper 1 
35%: Paper 2 (including the quality of your peer review) 
 
Required Texts (available at the Seminary Cooperative Bookstore): 
 
Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America, ed. and trans. Mayer and Lawrence (Harper) 
John Stuart Mill, On Liberty and Other Essays, ed. Gray (Oxford) 
Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, The Marx-Engels Reader, 2nd ed., ed. Tucker (Norton) 
Friedrich Nietzsche, On the Genealogy of Morality, ed. and trans. Clark and Swenson (Hackett) 
W.E.B. Du Bois, The Souls of Black Folk, ed. Blight and Gooding-Williams (Bedford) 
 
You are required to use these editions of these texts, in order to facilitate common discussion.   
 
Tues, 2 April: Introductory class 
Thurs, 4 April: Democracy in America, “Author’s Introduction,” Volume I, Part I, Chapters 2-4, 
pages 121-7 on the executive power [pages 9-20, 31-60, 121-7] 
 
Tues, 9 April: Democracy in America, Volume I, Part II, portions of Chapter 5, all of Chapters 6-
8 [pages 196-208, 231-76] 
Thurs, 11 April: Democracy in America, Volume II, Part II, Chapters 1-5, 8, 10, 13; Part IV, 
Chapters 1-3, 6 [pages 503-17, 525-8, 530-2, 535-8, 667-74, 690-5]   
<paper 1 assigned> 
 
Tues, 16 April: Mill, On Liberty, Chapters I-II 
Thurs, 18 April: Writing workshop 
<paper 1 outline must be brought to class> 
 
Tues, 23 April: Mill, On Liberty, Chapter III  
Thurs, 25 April: Mill, On Liberty, Chapters IV-V 
<paper 1 due via e-mail to me and to Erika at 5 P.M.>  
 
Tues, 30 April: Marx, “On the Jewish Question” [pages 26-52] [also read the first four 
paragraphs of the “Contribution to the Critique of Hegel’s Philosophy of Right, on page 53 of the 
reader] 
Thurs, 2 May: Marx, selections from Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844 [pages 70-
105] 
 
Tues, 7 May: Marx, selection from The German Ideology [pages 147-75]  
Thurs, 9 May: Marx and Engels, “Manifesto of the Communist Party”, including the prefaces 
[pages 469-500] 
Supplemental Reading: Terry Eagleton, “The Revolutionary: Is Marx Still Relevant?” [Chalk] 



 
Tues, 14 May: Nietzsche, On the Genealogy of Morals, Preface and First Treatise 
Thurs, 16 May: Nietzsche, On the Genealogy of Morals, Second Treatise  
<paper 2 assigned> 
 
Tues, 21 May: Nietzsche, On the Genealogy of Morals, Third Treatise 
Thurs, 23 May: Beauvoir, The Second Sex, Introduction and Selections from Book I [Chalk]  
<paper 2 outline due, via e-mail to me and peer-reviewers, at 5 P.M.> 
 
Tues, 28 May: Beauvoir, The Second Sex, Selections from Book II [Chalk] 
<paper 2 peer edits due, via e-mail to author and to me, at 10 P.M.> 
Thurs, 30 May: du Bois, Souls of Black Folk, Chapters 1-5 
 
Tues, 4 June: du Bois, Souls of Black Folk, Chapters 8-11 
Thurs, 6 June: Reading period: full-day office hours to discuss papers 
 
Papers due via e-mail, Tuesday, 11 June, at 5 P.M. 
 
Posting Assignment 
 
Section 5 
 
9 April: Omar, Amin 
11 April: Kevin, Jai 
 
16 April: Ryne, Chun Ho, Hannah 
 
23 April: Drew, Olivia, Eve 
25 April: Idalia, Mikaela, Matthew 
 
30 April: Alissa, Sarah, Ellen 
2 May: Lucas, Max 
 
7 May: Hannah, Eve 
9 May Annabelle, Kevin 
 
14 May: Omar, Amin, Ellen 
16 May: Kevin, Jai 
 
21 May: Ryne, Chun Ho 
23 May: Drew, Olivia 
 
28 May: Idalia, Mikaela, Matthew 
30 May: Alissa, Sarah, Annabelle 
 
4 June: Lucas, Max, Kevin 


